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The first “modern” map devoted to Asia

1 PTOLEMAEUS, Claudius; and
Martin, WALDESEEMULLER
Tabula Moderna Indiae
Publication
[Strasburg, Johann Schott, 1513].
Description
Woodcut map.
Dimensions
450 by 630mm. (17.75 by 24.75 inches).

£7,000

Martin Waldseemuller’s map of Southeast Asia from his 1513 edition of
Ptolemy's 'Geographia'.
Along with the twenty-seven Ptolemaic maps, Waldseemüller also added a
second section of twenty modern maps to his atlas, which was the first major attempt
to break away from the Ptolemaic tradition. Cartographically, the “modern” map of
Southeast Asia is deeply indebted to the Cantino world map. This manuscript map
gained its name from Alberto Cantino, an agent of the Duke of Ferrera, who, in
1502, successfully bribed a Portuguese cartographer to provide him with a map based
upon the latest Portuguese discoveries. This would not be the first, or the last, time
that espionage would be used to gain the latest cartographic knowledge.
The Waldseemüller map follows the Cantino delineation with an arrowshaped Indian subcontinent and a Malay peninsula, which is greatly exaggerated
and extends too far south; Ceylon and Sumatra are both named 'Taprobana' due
to the confusion over textual sources such as Marco Polo's 'Travels'. Despite such
geographical anomalies, the 'Sinus Magnus' (Great Bay) is, for the first time, shown
as the South China Sea; 'Timoria' (Tioman) is named just off the east coast of
the peninsula, which was a highly important port-of-call for ships sailing from
the Indian Ocean to China. The VOC instructed all of its vessels sailing from
Batavia to Siam to put-in to the island. To the upper right is the small peninsula of
'Fulicandora', the first rudimentary depiction of Indo-china.

“The first printed map of European origin devoted to
Southeast Asia and its islands” (Suarez)
2 PTOLEMAEUS, Claudius; FRIES,
Laurent; and GRÜNINGER,
Johann
On verso: [Tabula Moderna India
Orientalis. De Indorvm Moribvs &
ritu in tabula decima & vndecima
Asiae Ptholemaei abunde dictum
est. tu igitur si placet vide]
Publication
[Strasbourg, Johann Koberger, 1522].
Dimensions
390 by 545mm. (15.25 by 21.5 inches).

£7,200

First state of the map of Southeast Asia from Laurent Fries’s edition of Ptolemy’s
‘Geographia’. The woodblock was subsequently re-carved, removing the title and
ribbon banner that appears along the upper edge. The map, which shows the Malay
Peninsula, Indochina, and some of the islands of Indonesia, “is the first printed
map of European origin devoted to Southeast Asia and its islands, and as such is a
cartographical landmark, codifying the recognition of Southeast Asia as a distinct
entity” (Suarez page 114).
Laurent Fries settled in Strasbourg in about 1519, where he met the printer
and publisher Johann Grüninger, who worked with the Saint-Dié group of scholars
including Martin Waldseemüller. Grüninger printed several maps prepared by
Waldseemüller, and supervised the cutting of the woodblocks for the 1513 Ptolemy.
Fries and Grüninger subsequently worked together on Fries’s own edition
of Ptolemy in 1522, in which nearly all the maps were similarly drawn from
Waldseemüller’s atlas, however they added three new maps: of the world; of
China and Japan; and the current map, based on information as expressed in
Waldseemuller’s world map of 1513. Grüninger reissued the atlas in 1525.

Kingdoms of gold and silver

3 PTOLEMAEUS, Claudius; FRIES,
Laurent; and GRÜNINGER,
Johann
Tabula XI Asiae.
Publication
[Strasbourg, Johann Koberger, 1522].
Dimensions
390 by 545mm. (15.25 by 21.5 inches).

£1,100

The map shows the Indian Ocean and Southeast Asia, after Waldseemuller’s original
of 1513, with the addition of annotations and vignettes. As observed by Suarez:
“After crossing east of the Ganges (whose Delta is on the left), we enter Aurea
region, a kingdom of gold, which is roughly located where Burma begins today.
Above it lies Cirradia, from where, Ptolemy tells us, comes the finest cinnamon.
Further down the coast one comes to Argentea Regio, a kingdom of silver, in
which there is said to be much well-guarded metal. Besyngiti, which is also said
to have much gold, is situated close by…” the Sinus Sabaricus would be the Gulf
of Martaban, whose eastern shores begin the Malay Peninsula, and the Sinus
Permimulicus would be the Gulf of Siam … A spine of mountains running north
from there, in what is now northern Thailand and Burma, is according to Ptolemy,
a “habitat of tigers and elephants”. One of the numerous vignettes is “a generic
image of a king lying above Malacca in the southern portion of Malaya, represents
a kingdom not found on the 1513 prototype. It is said to be the kingdom of Lamai.
This is a corruption of the Lamia of the 1507 Waldseemuller map (the last two
letters being reversed) [now] identified as Lan Na (Chiang Mai)” (Suarez, page 114).

“The first separate map of any Southeast Asia island
based on actual observation” (Suarez)
4 RAMUSIO, Giovanni Battista; and
GASTALDI, Giacomo
[Untitled map of Sumatra]
Publication
[Venice, stamperia dei Giunta, from 1556].
Description
Woodcut map.
Dimensions
320 by 410mm. (12.5 by 16.25 inches).
References
Suarez, Early Mapping of Southeast Asia,
page 157, fig. 77

£550

Gastaldi’s map of the Sumatra, also named Taprobana on the map, oriented with
south at the top. Published in the third volume of Ramusio’s compendium of
voyages, ‘Delle Navigationi et Viaggi’, from 1556. With printed page numbers
corrected to “433” and “434” (from “430” and “434”) appearing in the top left and
top right-hand corners of the map, respectively.
The “first separate map of any Southeast Asia island based on actual
observation” (Suarez). Based on reports of the voyage of the Parmentier brothers,
Jean and Raoul, who both died of fever there in 1529. “The general contour of the
island is remarkably good for its day, and the various islands lying off its western
coast are shown in detail, as is Banca on the eastern coast. The port where the
Parmentier brothers anchored, Ticon, is recorded, and the manner in which the
island’s coast forms a promontory just to the northwest of Ticon is accurately
mapped. Ramusio has also corrected the erroneous placement of Aceh from his
general map of Southeast Asia of two years earlier” (Suarez page 157).
Ramusio’s ‘Delle Navigationi et Viaggi’ was first published in three volumes
between 1550 and 1559, and followed by various subsequent editions, all of which
had additions made to them. "This is one of the earliest and most important
collections of voyages and travels and may be said to have opened a new era in the
literary history of voyages and navigation. This work... was the first great systematic
collection that had so far appeared" (Hill 1418). A fourth volume was planned but
was never published. The preface to the third edition of the first volume (1563), and
the introduction to the account of Peru in the third volume, both contain references
to this proposed volume.

One of the earliest maps to reference Singapore

5 [GASTALDI, Giacomo; after]
India tercera nuova tavola.
Publication
[Venice, Giordano Ziletti, 1574-73].
Description
Engraved map, Italian text on verso.
Dimensions
220 by 310mm. (8.75 by 12.25 inches).

£600

From the third edition of Girolamo Ruscelli’s humanist translation of Ptolemy’s
‘La Geografia’, first published in 1561. The map remains unchanged from the first
edition, and is an enlarged copy engraved by Giulio and Livio Sanuto of Gastaldi’s
map of the same area for his 1548/47 edition of Ptolemy. A comprehensive map of
Southeast Asia, it extends from the Gulf of Bengal south to Sumatra, the Malay
Peninsula, shows Singapore as “C. Cinca Pula”, Java and the Moluccas islands, and
north along the coast of China to Canton. When it was first engraved by Gastaldi in
1547 it was the first map to reference Singapore.

Surprisingly accurate map of the Malay Peninsula

6 MUNSTER, Sebastian
Sumatra ein grosse Insel, so von
den alten Geographen Taprobana
genennet worden.
Publication
[Basel, Henric Petri, 1588].
Description
Woodcut map, with fine hand-colour in full,
browned, edges frayed.
Dimensions
340 by 420mm. (13.5 by 16.5 inches).

£370

Decorative, and surprisingly accurate, map of the island of Sumatra, and the Malay
Peninsula with “Cingalolo” as part of the mainland. The clue is in the title, which
translates as: “Sumatra a large island and which was named Taprobana by the
ancient geographers”. With this map Petri has updated his father-in-law, Munster’s,
earlier map with the same title which shows Ceylon. However, the title on the verso
retains the earlier name: “Taprobana. Taprobane der Insel Beschreibung so in dem
Indianschen Meere ist gelegen” [Taprobana. The description of Taprobana is an
island which lies in the Indian Ocean].
Published in Petri’s revised German language edition of Munster’s
‘Cosmographey oder Beschreibung aller Länder herrschafftenn und fürnemesten
Stetten des gantzen Erdbodens sampt ihren Gelegenheiten, Eygenschafften,
Religion, Gebreuchen, Geschichten unnd Handthierungen’, with maps updated
using Ortelius’s ‘Theatrum’ as a guide.

With a glimpse of the great south continent

7 ORTELIUS, Abraham
Indiae Orientalis Insularumque
Adiacientium Typus
Publication
[Antwerp, Christopher Plantin, 1598].
Description
Engraved map, French text on verso.
Dimensions
450 by 560mm. (17.75 by 22 inches).
References
Koeman/Meurer: 48; Karrow: 1/68,
vdKrogtAN: 8400:31; van den Broecke Ort
166.

£1,800

First published in 1570, Ortelius’s map is one of the earliest European maps of
Southeast Asia, and affords a glimpse of the vast southern continent with the
inclusion of the peninsula of “Beach, pars continentis Australis”. This is a mistranscription of the land Marco Polo called “Lucach”, or “Locach”.Upper right, the
Pacific Northwest coast of America appears.
The geography is based on Gerard Mercator’s 1569 world map. In the
Sunda Islands, Sumatra and Java are oversized; in the Philippines Luzon is omitted.
The mythical city of Quivira is marked on the coast of California. In the sea to
the south of America, a ship is being attacked by two whales, causing its cargo of
barrels to float away. Two mermaids, taken from Diego Gutierrez’s map of America,
frolic below. The Portuguese coat of arms appears at the upper left corner, reflecting
Portuguese supremacy in the region.

“Huc Franciscus Dra. Appulit”

8 MERCATOR, Gerard;
and Jodocus HONDIUS
Insulae Indiae Orientalis
Praecipuae, in Quibus Moluccae
Celeberrimae Sunt.
Publication
[Amsterdam, 1609, or later].
Description
Engraved map, French text on verso, with
contemporary hand-colour in full.
Dimensions
430 by 560mm. (17 by 22 inches).
References
Koeman II, Me 19; Suarez, Early Mapping of
Southeast Asia, page 193.

£1,600

Hondius’s map of Southeast Asia is one of thirty-seven new maps engraved for the
‘Gerardi Mercatoris Atlas Sive Cosmographicae’ in 1606, here from the French
language edition published from 1609. It is one of few maps of the period to show
any trace of Francis Drake’s voyage through Southeast Asia. “Huc Franciscus
Dra. Appulit” appears beneath the sketched outline of the southern coast of Java,
indicating a possible landing site during his circumnavigation of the globe in
1577-80. Although the exact point at which Drake first made landfall in Asia is
disputed, it is very likely that the island of Palau in Micronesia was the place. “From
Micronesia he continued west to Mindanao, then sailed southeast in search of
the Spiceries. He picked up two native fishermen in canoes in the sea somewhere
northeast of Sulawesi, who guided him to the Moluccas. Leaving the Moluccas
filled with spices and the precious spoils of earlier plunder in South America, Drake
attempted to navigate the tricky waters leading to the clearer seas to the south, but
ran aground on a steep reef off Sulawesi. Three tons of cloves, among other valuables,
were dumped overboard to lesson their weight, but nothing seemed to help them
from what appeared to be inescapable disaster until the strong winds reversed,
freeing them from the reef ” (Suarez page 193, fig 112).
Jodocus Hondius I (1563–1612) established the Hondius publishing house
in Amsterdam, the center of cartographic production in the late sixteenth century.
Between approximately 1584 to 1593 he lived and worked in London. Whilst there,
he took a particular interest in Drake’s voyages and the man himself, with several
engravings of the explorer attributed to him.
Hondius purchased many copperplates by Gerard Mercator (1512–94) in
July of 1604, probably bought at Leiden at the auction of Mercator’s library, then
in the possession of his grandson, Gerard Mercator, Jr. Hondius built a successful
publishing career from his own Mercator-Hondius atlas, as ‘Gerardi Mercatoris
Atlas Sive Cosmographicae’ in 1606 with 37 newly engraved maps, taking the total
to 144. A revised text was written by Petrus Montanus. In 1609 a French edition was
published, with by now, 147 maps.
After Jodocus Hondius I’s death in 1612, his widow, Jodocus Hondius II
and his brother, Henricus Hondius II (1597–1651), continued publishing atlases
under his name until 1620.

Hondius updates Mercator

9 HONDIUS, Jodocus
Asiae Nova Descriptio Auctore
Jodoco Hondio.
Publication
[Amsterdam, Jodocus Hondius and Cornelis
Claesz,., 1619].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
400 by 530mm. (15.75 by 20.75 inches).
References
Koeman II, Me 26A.

£1,250

Hondius redrew Mercator’s map of Asia for the 1606 edition of the MercatorHondius atlas, updating the geography and changing the cartouches. A text
cartouche underneath the title cartouche describes the history of Asia, and another
at the upper right corner discusses the Strait of Anian. There are two European
vessels in the Indian Ocean, and an Asian vessel sailing towards Indonesia.
Korea is shown as an island, with a narrow strait between the island and the
mainland. Japan is drawn after the Ortelius-Teixeira model, with three main islands,
and surrounded by two sea monsters. Hondius has improved the outlines of Sri
Lanka and Borneo, although in the north of India the Gulf of Khambhat is shown
reaching too far inland. A note on New Guinea records that it is still unclear as to
whether is is part of the mythical southern continent Terra Australis.
Jodocus Hondius acquired the copperplates for Gerard Mercator’s atlas
from his heirs. He added thirty-seven maps and updated the rest, and released the
atlas using Mercator’s name.

The first printed large-scale chart of the Spice Islands

10 BLAEU, Willem Janszoon
Moluccae insulae Celeberrimae
Publication
[Amsterdam, 1635].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in part, French text on verso.
Dimensions
550 by 650mm. (21.75 by 25.5 inches).
References
Koeman I, Bl 11.

£370

The first large-scale printed chart of the Moluccas, or Spice, Islands, oriented with
west at the top, showing the west coast of Gilolo, present-day Halmahera, and the
islands of Ternate, Tidore, Moti and Makian, with an inset chart of Bacan Island.
There are, in fact, hundreds of islands in the group, but only a very select group
feature in the more than two-hundred years of colonial strife that was the European
spice trade. Until the eighteenth century, these rain-forested islands were the only
obtainable source of cloves, nutmeg, and mace.
Arab traders “introduced cloves to Europeans around the fourth century but
sought to keep their sources secret. Their monopoly was broken by the Portuguese
after Vasco da Gama’s voyage to India around the Cape of Good Hope in 1497. The
Portuguese strengthened their stranglehold on the spice trade during the sixteenth
century, when they found the central locus of the spices to be these islands. One of
the native traditions was to plant a clove tree when a child was born, linking the
child symbolically to the life of the tree. When the Dutch took over control of the
Moluccas in the seventeenth century, they eradicated the clove trees from all the
islands except Amboina (and a few adjacent islands) in order to enforce the spice’s
scarcity, keeping prices high. As a result, cloves were worth more than their weight in
gold. But, as one might expect, the Dutch tactic also instilled hatred and fomented
rebellion among the islanders. Gradually, the spice was cultivated in other places of
the world, like Brazil, the West Indies, and Zanzibar, reducing prices and making the
commodity more available” (Princeton University Library online).
Willem Jansz. Blaeu (1571-1638) was the founder of the Blaeu cartographic
dynasty, the finest mapmakers of the Golden Age of Dutch cartography. He studied
astronomy and instrument making under Tycho Brahe in his tower at Uranienborg
in 1594, before moving to Amsterdam and eventually established a shop in 1605,
close to his contemporaries and rivals Johannes Janssonius and Jacob Colom. He
was granted a privilege to print a navigational guide in 1606. Two years later, he
produced a set of large carte-à-figure wall maps of the four continents and published 
‘Het Licht der Zeevaerdt’, a traditional oblong format pilot with coastal profiles to
accompany the sailing instructions. The book was very popular, popular enough for
Janssonius to publish a pirated version in 1620.
Willem’s sons joined him in the firm, with the eldest Joan (1596-1673)
quickly assuming the lead. Joan went to university in Leiden, studying mathematics
and astronomy. After returning to work for his father, they produced their first atlas
together in 1630, the ‘Atlas Appendix’. The title was deliberately chosen to position
is as a supplement to the well-respected atlases of Abraham Ortelius and Gerard
Mercator, and it mostly contained maps from their stock of plates. Five years later,
they produced their ‘Atlas Novus’ with more than twice the number of maps in
the ‘Appendix’, which was published in four languages. After Willem died, Joan
expanded the ‘Atlas Novus’ into the ‘Atlas Maior’, the largest and grandest atlas of
its time. An edition had between nine and twelve volumes, beautifully engraved and
coloured, and cost as much as a house in Amsterdam.

One of the earliest printed
sea charts of the Bay of Bengal
11 JANSSONIUS, Johannes
Sinus Gangeticus Vulgo Golfo de
Bengala Nova descriptio
Publication
[Amsterdam, after 1650].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
540 by 620mm. (21.25 by 24.5 inches).

£750

This chart of the Bay of Bengal, including the island of Ceylon, eastern India, Bangladesh,
Myanmar, and a small portion of Sumatra, is one of the earliest printed seacharts of the
area. Both European and oriental ships are shown crossing the waters. The land masses are
dotted with tilled rice fields, rivers, mountains, forests, villages, and cities.
Although pilot guides, or rutters, supplemented by charts had been produced as
early as 1584, Janssonius must be credited with the production of the “first real sea-atlas”,
which contained “a collection of charts in folio size, to serve as an atlas for general purposes”
(Van der Krogt). Some Anglo-Italians might put forward for that title Robert Dudley’s
‘Acarno del Mare’ – a work of numerable firsts, published in 1646 – but it was not until the
second edition of 1661 that all the charts in it were uniformly bound.
The atlas was published in 1650, as the fifth volume to Janssonius’s ‘Atlas Novus’
– as is made explicit in the title. The volume, which was referred to as the ‘Waterwereld’
(Waterworld), would later be published as a stand-alone volume. Of the twenty-three
charts in the atlas, twenty-one were published for the first time and, even if many have
“more a characteristic of geographical maps than charts” (Koeman) and the “elaborate
printed text … is not pertaining to maritime affairs” (Koeman), the work’s influence was
considerable, as can be seen in the output of the likes of Goos, Colom, and van Keulen.
The son of an established printer and publisher Jan Jansz., Johannes Janssonius
(1588-1664), was Willem Jansz. Blaeu’s main rival. In 1618, he set up his own cartographic
publishing firm on the Damrak, the central canal and commercial hub of Amsterdam.
In 1612, he married Elisabeth de Hondt, the daughter of Jodocus Hondius,… another
of Blaeu’s competitors. “Theirs was a rivalry which soon grew to include accusations of
plagiarism and theft of intellectual property, a state of affairs not helped by Blaeu’s use of
the name “Jan Zoon” to sign his works” (Martin Woods).
These two publishing houses, and Jodocus Hondius’s son, Henricus, strove
constantly to outdo each other in the race to publish a multi-volume atlas, that would
replace those of Abraham Ortelius and Gerard Mercator.
In 1570 Abraham Ortelius had published the first edition of his single volume
atlas, ‘Theatrum Orbis Terrarum’, the first collection of maps with a uniform size and style.
It was an immediate success. Gerard Mercator, the inventor of the projection named after
him, began in 1585 to produce a series of ‘Tabulae Geographicae’ of differing European
countries. This culminated in 1595 in the ‘Atlas Sive Cosmographicae’, the first use of the
term “Atlas”. It contained one hundred and seven maps of the world, and was completed
by his son Rumold, Gerard having died the year before. There was one further edition in
1602 before the plates were acquired by Jodocus Hondius I. He published it as ‘Gerardi
Mercatoris Atlas Sive Cosmographicae’ in 1606 with 37 newly engraved maps, taking the
total to one hundred and forty four. Publication had moved from Duisburg to Amsterdam
and the first few editions were in Latin. With this atlas Jodocus established the Hondius
publishing house in Amsterdam, the center of cartographic production in the late sixteenth
century, and built a successful publishing career from his Mercator-Hondius atlas.
“After his father’s death in 1612, Jodocus Hondius II and his brother, Henricus,
took over the family business and began to publish their own atlases, including maps that
had previously belonged to their father. Unfortunately, in 1621 Jodocus Hondius II split
with his brother, creating a rival publishing house. Henricus Hondius continued his father’s
business with his brother-in-law, Joannes Jansson” (Krogt). By 1629 the Blaeu family
were becoming serious rivals to the publishing partnership of Jan Jansson and Hendricus
Hondius, so they “set about revising the Mercator-Hondius atlas which (in respect of the
world map) had continued unchanged for nearly thirty-five years” (Shirley 336).

Although Janssonius’s first independent work was an edition of Blaeu’s ‘Licht der
Zeervaert’ in 1620, he is first associated with the Mercator-Hondius atlas in 1633, when
the French edition includes his name on the title-page. The Dutch editions of 1634, 1638
and 1647 were published by Janssonius alone; but the English edition, 1636, the Latin
of 1638, were issued by both Janssonius and Hondius. After 1638 the name of the atlas
changed to ‘Atlas Novus’…, and from 1649 Hondius’s name no longer appears on the
title-page or preface. In time, Janssonius would add a fifth volume, the ‘Atlas Maritimus’,
1657, a significant sea-atlas; and eventually, a further five volumes including maps from
every corner of the globe, by about one hundred credited authors and engravers. The final,
eleventh volume, Andreas Cellarius’s celestial atlas, completed the ‘Atlas Major’ in 1660.

Early printed map showing the east coast of Borneo

12 JANSSONIUS, Johannes
Insula Borneo et occidentalis pars
Celebis cum adjacentibus Insulis
Publication
[Amsterdam, after 1657].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
540 by 620mm. (21.25 by 24.5 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
page 207, illus. 120.

£750

Map of Borneo and the surrounding seas oriented with west to the top, annotated
with several trading centres. Over-ruled with almost invisible gridlines, ruled in
blind, for copying.
First published in the 1657 edition of Janssonius’s sea-atlas of the world,
‘Waterwereld’, volume five of his ‘Novus Atlas’. The first, 1650 issue, includes a chart of
the Indian Ocean, the Gulf of the Ganges, and the Pacific Ocean. An expanded edition,
seven years later, included charts of Java, Sumatra, and Borneo, as here. The chart shows
“some improvement in detail, in the island’s east coast (bottom), which remained blank
on many maps of Southeast Asia still being published at the time” (Suarez).

Early printed chart of the Malacca and Singapore Straits

13 JANSSONIUS, Johannes .
Sumatrae et insularum
locorumque nonnullorum circumiacentium tabula nova
Publication
[Amsterdam, after 1657].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
540 by 620mm. (21.25 by 24.5 inches)
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
page 207

£1,100

This map of Sumatra “details the Malacca Strait, Singapore, and the western shores
of the Malay Peninsula, at a moment when the VOC’s sights were particularly well
focused on the region. The political intrigue, which often spanned the strait, was
heightened when the Dutch seized Malacca from the Portuguese in 1644. The VOC
already had markets in India and Europe for the vast reserves of tin found in Malaya,
but the tin deposits were under the control of the north Sumatran sultanate of Aceh.
In an attempt to secure the tin for themselves, the Dutch, in around 1650, entered
into an alliance with Aceh’s perennial Malayan enemy, Johor, disrupting ports in
north Sumatra and instigating the revolt of Aceh’s vassal states” (Suarez).
First published in the 1657 edition of Janssonius’s sea-atlas of the world,
‘Waterwereld’, volume five of his ‘Novus Atlas’. The first, 1650 issue, includes a chart of
the Indian Ocean, the Gulf of the Ganges, and the Pacific Ocean. An expanded edition,
seven years later, included charts of Java, Sumatra, as here, and Borneo. The chart shows
“improvement in detail, but not in the island’s location, which is representative of the
disparity between published Dutch charts and the knowledge of Dutch pilots... Jansson
placed the westernmost tip of Java at 134 degrees east of the Cape Verde Islands, which
is about 5 degrees further east than its true position, depending on precisely what point
in the Cape Verdes was imagined as prime” (Suarez).

The heart of VOC territory in Southeast Asia

14 JANSSONIUS, Johannes
Insulae Iavae Cum parte
insularum Borneo Sumatrae.,
et circumjacentium insularum
novissima delineation
Publication
[Amsterdam, 1657, or later].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
540 by 620mm. (21.25 by 24.5 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
page 207

£750

Chart of the island of Java with parts of Sumatra, Borneo and Bali. The chart highlights
coastal details and shows the Dutch capital in the East Indies at Batavia ( Jakarta).
First published in the 1657 edition of Janssonius’s sea-atlas of the world,
‘Waterwereld’, volume five of his ‘Novus Atlas’. The first, 1650 issue, includes a chart of
the Indian Ocean, the Gulf of the Ganges, and the Pacific Ocean. An expanded edition,
seven years later, included charts of Java, as here, Sumatra, and Borneo. The chart shows
“improvement in detail, but not in the island’s location, which is representative of the
disparity between published Dutch charts and the knowledge of Dutch pilots... Jansson
placed the westernmost tip of Java at 134 degrees east of the Cape Verde Islands, which
is about 5 degrees further east than its true position, depending on precisely what point
in the Cape Verdes was imagined as prime” (Suarez).VOC — Vereenigde Oostindische
Compagnie — Dutch East India Company
The VOC and its subsidiaries were the first joint stock companies in history, and
the forerunners of modern corporations; eventually giving rise to a multi-national
global empire, where money, and the ability to manipulate and move it, becomes the
principal resource and driving force.
For nearly one hundred years, after Vasco da Gama discovered a sea route
to India in 1499, the Portuguese and the Spanish were dominant in the eastern and
western hemispheres respectively. This dominance was aided by a policy of extreme
cartographic secrecy by both crowns, and returning ships were required to surrender
both their charts and information on any discoveries made. All charts were state
property, and illegal use or copying was punishable by death. However, smuggling
often took place, and piracy by both English and Dutch vessels meant that,
eventually, the routes to both the “Old”, or East, and “New”, or West, Indies became
available to northern Europe. Using this purloined information, the British East
India Company – EIC- and Dutch Vereenigde Oostindische Compagnie –VOC
— were established — in 1600 and 1602 respectively — to cash in on the lucrative
trade in nutmeg, pepper, cinnamon, cloves, and other spices.
These monopolistic giants continued the tradition of jealously guarding
the secret charts that laid the path to the source of their immense wealth and power.
Both organisations employed teams of chartmakers or hydrographers to record the
most up-to-date navigational information for speedy distribution in order to obtain
commercial advantage with the quickest routes to the most profitable markets. The
principal vector for this information was the “pascaert”.
The publication of these pascaerts proudly makes proprietary information
inviting and accessible to a new investor class. In joining the chase around the globe
for a nutmeg, one of the smallest countries in the world created a vast empire by
applying the principle of capital investment to their ventures, eventually driving the
Spanish, the Portuguese, and even the English from the East Indies.

Some famous cartographic misconceptions

15 WIT, Frederick de
Magnum Mare del Zur cum insula
California
Publication
Amsterdam, Frederick de Wit inde
Calverstraet, [1680].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
540 by 630mm. (21.25 by 24.75 inches).
References
Burden 469

£1,800

Second state of this magnificent sea chart of the Pacific, first published in the
‘Orbis Maritimus ofte Zee Atlas’ in 1675. Here with “I. de S. Andries” off the
coast of California.
Although much of this chart is “empty”, it is filled with some of the most
famous cartographic misconceptions. California is an island; the northen coastline
of Australia is shown, with Tasmania a long way away from any known coastline; the
partial coastline of New Zealand is marked; and to the north of Japan are both “Ezo”
and “Compagnies lant”. A highly decorative title cartouche fills the bottom right
corner, depicting Neptune in a chariot and a medallion portrait of Magellan.

Delineating individual sultanates

16 DE ROSSI, Giovanni Giacomo and
DA VIGNOLA, Giacomo Cantelli
Penisola dell India di la dal Gange
Divisa ne I Regni, che in essasi
contengono et accrescuiuta
di uarie notizie Da Giacomo
Cantelli da Vignola e conforme
le Relationi d’alcuni Padri della
Comp.a di Giesu di Monsu
Tavernier, Mandeslo e d’altri Illustri
Viaggiatori del nostro Secolo
Publication
Rome, Data in Luce da Gio: Giac.o de Rossi
in Roma alla Pace con priv: del Sommo Pont,
1683, [but 1692].
Description
Engraved chart, with a few pale stains.
Dimensions
620 by 475mm. (24.5 by 18.75 inches).

£2,550

This map, engraved by Franciscus Donia-Messis, drawn by Giacomo Cantelli da
Vignola, improves on its Dutch models by incorporating the information of Johan
Albrecht de Mandelslo and Jean-Baptiste Tavernier. It was published by Giovanni
Giacomo de Rossi in his atlas ‘Mercurio Geografico overo Guida geografica in tutte le
parti del mondo conforme le tavole di Giacomo Cantelli da Vignola’, volume II, 1692.
Focused on the Malay Peninsula, the map delineates the individual sultanates,
and shows “Sincapura” as an island. The map extends to include the Bay of Bengal,
Cambodia, Cochinchina, southeast China and Sumatra. Where the island of Borneo
should be, is a large and elaborate title cartouche.
Giacomo Cantelli da Vignola (1643-1695) was an Italian cartographer and
engraver. He joined the retinue of Count Rinieri Marescotti, and whilst travelling with
the Count, met the publisher Giovanni Giacomo de Rossi, who became his partner. He
eventually became court geographer to Reggio Francesco II d’Este, Duke of Modena.
Founded in 1633, the de Rossi printing press was the most important and
prolific in Rome during the seventeenth century. Just before the death of its founder,
Giuseppe de Rossi (1570-1639), it was inherited by his son Giovanni Giacomo (16271691), under whom it produced some of its finest work. These included the etchings
of several influential artists, such as Pietro Testa, Giovan Francesco Grimaldi and
Giovanni Benedetto Castiglione, as well as a wealth of cartographic material.
From the mid 1680s, Giovanni Giacomo published his first atlas, the
'Mercurio Geografico', in partnership with his adopted son Domenico de Rossi, who
would ultimately become best-known as a sculptor. The first edition consisted of thirty
maps dated from between 1669 and 1715, generally derived from the work of Cantelli
da Vignola, the important seventeenth century cartographer whose fine style of bold
engraving would have great influence on Vincenzo Coronelli.

A Rare Dutch Chart of Southeast Asia, Australia and
the Indian Ocean
17 KEULEN, Johannes van
Nieuwe Pascaert van Oost Indien
Verthoonende hen van C. de Bona
Esperanca tot aen het Islandt van
Eso Gelyt op Wassende Graeden
en van Veel fouten verbetert. Mit
Priviligie voor 15 Jaar.
Publication
Amsterdam, Ioannes van Keulen, 1689.
Description
Double page engraved map.
Dimensions
545 by 605mm. (21.5 by 23.75 inches).
References
Koeman, Keu 34B, 58B, 87C, 109C, 123C.

£8,500

A fine large format sea chart, which appeared in Van Keulen's rare Maritime Atlas. Initially
intended for use at sea by the mariners of the VOC.
The chart covers the coast of Africa to New Guinea, and from North to
South, Mongolia, Korea, Japan, Philippines to Australia, horizontal and vertical
graticules, two decorated compass roses, rhumblines, decorative figurative cartouches,
one with the title, the other with the colophon, elephant and galleons.
The depiction of Australia is in the classical post-Tasman configuration,
depicting the state of exploration in the region up to 1680.
The cartouche at the top is similar to Otten's later sea chart of the region.
The second cartouche provides the name and address of the author and is surrounded
by dolphins and European traders.
Johannes van Keulen (1654-1715) established a bookselling and
instrument making business in Amsterdam in 1678, and by 1680 had obtained
a privilege from Holland and West Friesland to print pilot guides and sea
atlases. His first major production was the atlas ‘Nieuwe Lichtende Zee-Fakkel’,
illustrated by Jan Luyken and with maps by Claes Jansz Vooght. Five volumes
were published between 1681 and 1684. Van Keulen also produced a ‘Zee-Atlas’.
Van Keulen chose an advantageous time to enter his profession, as many of the
great early seventeenth century mapmakers were closing down or at the end of
their careers, and therefore putting their stock and copperplates on the market.
For example, he was able to buy Hendrik Doncker’s stock in 1793. The van
Keulen cartographic dynasty continued for nearly two centuries.

The Banda islands

18 LOON, Johannes van
Insularum Bandanensium
Novissima delineatio
Publication
[Amsterdam], Apud P. Schenk et G. Valk.
Cum privil., [1694, or later].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in part.
Dimensions
540 by 620mm. (21.25 by 24.5 inches).

£650

The Banda Islands lie south of Seram Island in the Molucca Islands, in the Banda
Sea. This large-scale detailed chart is centred on the island of Gunung Api and its
disruptive volcano. Information regarding the islands of Ambon, Seram and Banda
was strictly controlled in order to protect the VOC’s effective monopoly on the trade
in nutmeg and cloves. “Having calculated that their market could be supplied from
the clove production on Ambon alone, it set about destroying all the clove trees on
Seram though happily without complete success. This policy was more effective,
however, on the small island of Pulau Run, where the VOC succeeded in extirpating
all the nutmeg trees that grew there, thereby ensuring that the English, who had
been allowed to remain on a tiny coral islet just to the north of the island could not
profit from their fruit” (Suarez 235).
Van Loon began collaborating with Johannes Janssonius in 1650, and this
map, engraved by van Loon, was first published in the 1657 edition of Janssonius’s
sea-atlas of the world, ‘Waterwereld’, volume five of his ‘Novus Atlas’. Janssonius
died in 1664, and his heirs continued the business until 1676, when the atlas
inventory was sold to Abraham Wolfgang along with some of the copperplates
which were later sold on to Schenk and Valk, who erased Janssonius’ imprint and
replaced it with their own.
Johannes van Loon (1611-1686) “was an accomplished mathematician
and astronomer. His earliest cartographic works were with Theunisz Jacobs in the
1640s. From 1650 he worked with Joannes Janssonius, engraving amongst other
works the plates for his celestial atlas by Cellarius, 1660. In 1661, he published his
first work with his brother, Gilles; the ‘Zee Atlas’ containing thirty-five maps. In
1666 the plates were sold to Jan Jansson van Waesberge, with whom he then copublished the atlas. This edition was expanded to forty-seven maps, and by 1676
there were fifty” (Burden).

A comprehensive northern coastline of Australia

19 HONDIUS, Henricus
India quae Orientalis dicitur, et
Insulae Adiacentes
Publication
Amsterdam, Apud G. Valk. et P. Schenk,
[1696].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
430 by 530mm. (17 by 20.75 inches).
References
Koeman, Sche 1; Tooley 725

£1,100

A comprehensive map of Southeast Asia, extending from Persia to Japan, and south
to a well-developed northern Australian coastline, from “t’Landt van d’Endracht”
in the west to Carpentaria in the east, based on the discoveries of Abel Tasman. It
was first published, with an abbreviated northern coastline of Australia, by Henricus
Hondius in 1633. Valk and Schenk included their updated version, as here, in their
‘Atlas contractus sive mapparum geographicarum ...’ (c1696).
Johannes Janssonius (1588-1664), was the son of a printer, publisher
and bookseller from Arnhem with the same name. In 1612, he married Elizabeth
Hondius, daughter of Jodocus Hondius I, and in the same year set up his own
publishing house in Amsterdam. When Jodocus I died that same year he began
helping Hondius’s widow and two sons (Collette, Jodocus II and Henricus) with
the continued publication of the Mercator - Hondius atlas. Unfortunately, in
1621 the Hondius brothers fell out, setting up rival firms. Henricus continued his
father's business with his brother-in-law, Janssonius. By 1629, the Blaeu family were
becoming serious rivals to their publishing partnership, so they “set about revising
the Mercator-Hondius atlas which ... had continued unchanged for nearly thirty-five
years” (Shirley 336). Janssonius died in 1664, and his heirs continued the business
until 1676, when the atlas inventory was sold to Abraham Wolfgang along with
some of the copperplates which were later sold on to Schenk and Valk, who, in this
case, have updated the cartography and added their own imprint.

20 CORONELLI, Vicenzo Maria
Isole dell’Indie, diuise in Filippine,
Molucche e della Sonda Descritte,
e Dedicate Dal P. Coronelli,
Cosmografo della Serenissima
Republica di Venetia, All’Ill.ano Sig,
Abbate Daniele Gradenigo, Patritio
Venete, Canonico di Padou’a etc.
Publication
[Venice, c1696]
Description
Engraved map with eighteenth century
hand-colour in part
Dimensions
500 by 690mm. (19.75 by 27.25 inches).
References

£1,750

An attractive map of Southeast Asia, including the Malay Peninsula,
Cambodia, the Philippines and all of Indonesia and the Spice Islands, with
part of the north coast of Australia.
Coronelli mainly lived and worked in Venice, but an opportunity arose to make his
name when an early commission for two globes for the Duke of Parma brought him
to the attention of the Cardinal d’Estrées, who summoned him to Paris to create
two huge globes for Louis XIV. They each had a diameter of fifteen feet, and were
built with trapdoors so they could be worked on from the inside. He was made
royal cartographer to Louis XIV in 1681 as a result, and worked in Paris for two
years. He collaborated with Jean Baptiste Nolin, who went on to become the French
publisher for all of Coronell’s work. On his return to Venice, Coronelli was made
cosmographer to the Republic, and granted a stipend of 400 florins a year.
He printed globe gores in the ‘Libri dei Globii’ as well as producing pocket globes,
and his large globe over a metre in diameter was owned by royalty across Europe.
He issued the ‘Atlante Veneto’ in 1691, which was intended to be an extension of
Blaeu’s atlas in three parts, covering hydrography and ancient and modern geography.
One of the volumes was an isolario. Coronelli was known as a careful scholar, and
his work across Europe gave him access to the latest information. For example, he
produced the first widely published European map of settlements in New Mexico, 
‘America Settentrionale’ (1688), after being given the information by a former
governor of New Mexico, Diego de Peñalosa.
Coronelli also founded the world’s oldest surviving geographical society, the
Accademia degli Argonauti, who produced a printed version of the Paris globes.
They were named for Jason and the Argonauts, the adventurers who set out to find
the golden fleece; their symbol was the globe surmounted by a ship in full sail. A
list published in the ‘Epitome cosmografica’ in 1693 reveals that the society counted
princes, ambassadors and cardinals amongst its members. They were to receive a
minimum of six copper engravings a month, creating a a guaranteed market for his
productions. Before his death, he had managed to produce six volumes of what he
hoped would be a comprehensive encyclopedia, the ‘Biblioteca universale sacroprofana’.
Provenance:
With an eighteenth century marginal annotation relating to the height of Mt.
Ophir (now Talakmau), a volcano on Sumatra.

Coronelli globe gore of the northern Pacific

21 CORONELLI, Vicenzo Maria
Mare del Sud, cosi detto dagli
Holladesi.
Publication
[Venice, Girolamo Albrizzi for Coronelli,
c1697-1701].
Description
Engraved globe gore.
Dimensions
500 by 430mm. (19.75 by 17 inches).

£1,800

Elegantly decorated gore from Coronelli’s 'Libro dei Globi' of the northern Pacific,
extending from Japan to the Ladrone, or Mariana Islands, in Micronesia. Highly
decorative, Coronelli’s globe gores were published as part ten of Coronelli's ‘Atlante
Veneto’, his geographical opus. The globe gores were first published in 1688, and were
either made into globes, sold together unassembled, or sold separately. They were also
published as the ‘Libro dei Globi’, and within the general title ‘Atlante Veneto’.

Early headquarters of the VOC in Southeast Asia

22 VALENTYN, Francois
Caart van het Eyland Amboina
in ‘t bijsonder
Publication
[Amsterdam, J. van Braam, 1724-1726].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
330 by 430mm. (13 by 17 inches).
References
Schilder ‘Sailing for the East’ page 52

£370

The important Dutch controlled island Ambon, with an inset of "Het Casteel Victoria
met de Ring - Muur", which accompanied Rumphius’s lost manuscript ‘Amboinsch
Dierboek’, published in Valentyn’s ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien, vervattende een
Naaukeurige en Uitvoerige Verhandelinge van Nederlands Mogentheyd in die
Gewesten’, two volumes, an account of the history of the Dutch empire in Asia.
Ambon was the headquarters of the VOC between 1610 and 1619, and
a principal Dutch settlement in the Spice Islands, and regional administrative
headquarters of the VOC in Fort Victoria, throughout the nearly 200 years of its
reign. In 1605, the VOC had wrested the island from the Portuguese, creating a
centre for their Southeast Asian operations from 1610-1619, until they founded
Batavia. "The VOC succeeded in acquiring the clove, mace and nutmeg cultivation
in the Moluccas and in exercising a worldwide monopoly over these products. The
intention was to concentrate the cultivation of cloves on a small number of easily
controllable islands on the Ambon archipelago and to destroy the trees elsewhere
in the Moluccas as far as possible. From Victoria Castle on Ambon, the VOC
exercised its authority over the surrounding islands. On the large islands of Buru
and Seram, the Dutch influence remained mostly limited to the coastal regions.
Lontor, Bandaneira, Run, Ai and Rozengain in the southern Moluccas were the
only producers of mace and nutmeg. It was on these islands that Jan Pietersz. Coen
wreaked a gruesome havoc in 1621 and had nearly the entire indigenous population
murdered or driven away. The rivalry with the English reached its peak in 1623
when, based on a rumor of a conspiracy against the Dutch, all of the Englishmen on
the island of Run were put to death. The massacre was the source of much friction
between the Netherlands and England for a long time after, but it did put an end to
the English influence in the Moluccas. From that time onward, the two mighty forts
of Belgica and Nassau protected the VOC's mace and nutmeg monopoly. After the
bloody conquest, the VOC established a plantation on the Banda islands.
"The policy of the VOC was directed at safeguarding the monopolies
of Ambon and Banda islands. In order to achieve this goal, the Dutch had also
established themselves in the northern Moluccas. The felling of the wild nutmeg and
clove trees, for which the Dutch concluded contracts with the indigenous sovereigns,
was overseen from Fort Oranje on Ternate" (Schilder, page 52).
Francois Valentyn (1666-1727), a minister who devoted most of his life to
the employ of the VOC, is responsible for publishing a comprehensive cartography
of Southeast Asia. As a young man, in 1685, he was sent by the VOC to Ambon
as a Minister to the East Indies, where he remained for a decade. In 1705, the
now married Valentyn, and father of five children, returned to the Indies with his
family. The following year he was Army Chaplain on an expedition in eastern Java,
but suffered health problems and requested permission to return to Holland. This
was denied, however, and he remained in the East until 1714. Finally, back home,
Valentyn composed his monumental work, ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien’, which was
published between 1724 and 1726.
The ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien’ was created both from the
voluminous journals Valentyn had amassed during his two stays in Southeast
Asia, as well as from his own research, correspondence, and from previously
unpublished material secured from the VOC officials. The work contained an
unprecedented selection of large-scale maps and views of the Indies, many of
which were superior to previously available maps.

the Moluccas

23 VALENTYN, Francois De
Landvoogdy
der Moluccos, met de
aangrenzende Eylanden
Publication
[Amsterdam, J. van Braam, 1724-1726]
Description
Engraved chart
Dimensions
515 by 625mm. (20.25 by 24.5 inches).

£370

A detailed chart of the Moluccas, or Spice Islands, including present-day Baru,
Ambon, Seram, and part of Maluku as “Nova Guinea”, extending north to include
the southern Philippines and the island of Mindanao, with an inset of Baru and the
southern Celebes. Published in Valentyn’s ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien, vervattende
een Naaukeurige en Uitvoerige Verhandelinge van Nederlands Mogentheyd in die
Gewesten’, two volumes, an account of the history of the Dutch empire in Asia.

Early chart of the Banda islands

24 VALENTYN, François
Nieuwe Caart der Eylanden van
Banda Gemaakt diir Francois
Valentyn.
Publication
[Amsterdam], J. van Braam en G.O. Linden
Excud.it Cum Privil., [1724-1726].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
340 by 445mm. (13.5 by 17.5 inches).
References
Schilder, ‘Sailing for the East’, page 52

£220

A large-scale and detailed chart of the Banda Islands, south of Seram Island in the
Molucca Islands, in the Banda Sea, centred on the island of Gunung Api and its
disruptive volcano. Published in Valentyn’s ‘Oud en Nieuw Oost-Indien, vervattende
een Naaukeurige en Uitvoerige Verhandelinge van Nederlands Mogentheyd in die
Gewesten’, two volumes, an account of the history of the Dutch empire in Asia.

From the sixth volume of van Keulen’s ‘Zee-Fakkel’

25 KEULEN, Johannes van II
Nieuwe paskaart van de Straaten
Sunda en Banca mitsgaders
van een gedeelte van de Noord
Kust van Iava en van de Oost
Kust van Sumatra als ook de
Eylanden Banca en Billeton uyt
de nauwkeurigste narichten
opgestelt.
Publication
Amsterdam, Ioannes van Keulen, Zeekaart
en boek verkooper op t hoek van de nieu we
brugsteeg, [1753].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
610 by 540mm. (24 by 21.25 inches).
References
Koeman, Keu 135 B; Schilder ‘Sailing for
the East’, page 153 forward, mss example
c1740, illus 8.3.

£3,600

Based on the “newest and most accurate findings” (trans.), van Keulen’s chart of the
Sunda Strait, Bangka Strait and Java Sea, pays particular attention to numerous and
potentially treacherous islands, shoals, and sandbanks that vessels must navigate.
Published in van Keulen’s ‘De Nieuwe Groote Lichtende Zee-Fakkel, het Sesde
Deel’ (1753), the first printed Dutch sea atlas related exclusively to navigation east of
the Cape of Good Hope. The manuscript prototype for the chart, c1740, is held in
the archives of the Maritiem Museum, Rotterdam.
Prior to 1730 the van Keulen family firm had supplied the VOC with
some pre-existing printed charts of the route from Texel to the Cape of Good
Hope, with their imprint covered by a dedicated over-slip. However, on the 31st of
March, 1730, accounts record 63 examples of the second volume of the ‘Zee-Fakkel’
being distributed amongst the VOC chambers. This marks a significant increase in
the VOC’s reliance of the firm’s output. “The provision of charts and navigational
equipment by the Van Keulen Company became big business after the death of Isaak
de Graaf in 1743. The post of mapmaker of the Amsterdam Chamber now fell into
the hands of the Van Keulen family,...” (Schilder page 156). Johannes II’s tenure
lasted from 1743-55. From 1753, the sixth volume of the ‘Zee-Fakkel,..’, which
included the current chart was included in the official list of charts and navigation
equipment. From 1754, each departing VOC ship was carrying the volume on board,
with a directive that all “that navigate along the coasts, and that the officers of these
vessels be charged with taking note of anything they find either erroneous or useful
to the Company’s navigation” (Schilder page 167).
Jan II van Keulen (1704–1770), was grandson of Johannes I van Keulen
(1654-1715), who had established a bookselling and instrument making business
in Amsterdam in 1678. By 1680, he had obtained a privilege from Holland and
West Friesland to print pilot guides and sea atlases. His first major production was
the atlas ‘Nieuwe Lichtende Zee-Fakkel’, illustrated by Jan Luyken and with maps
by Claes Jansz Vooght. Jan II took over the business in 1726, and published a new
edition of the Asian volume of the ‘Zee-Atlas’. He was appointed chartmaker to the
VOC in 1743, setting an official seal on a well-establised relationship that was to last
until the company dissolved in 1799.

26 TIRION, Isaak
Nieuwe Kaart van de Sundasche
Eilanden als Borneo, Sumatra en
Groot Iava &c
Publication
Amsterdam, Isaak Tirion, [1744-1769].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline, a bit creased, lower edge
frayed.
Dimensions
420 by 530mm. (16.5 by 20.75 inches).
References
Philips 600.

£470

Tirion’s map of southwest Southeast Asia, including Sumatra, the Malay peninsula
naming “Sincapoera” on the mainland, Java and a disproportionately large island of
Borneo. Published in his ‘Niewe en beknopte hand-atlas’, from 1744-1769.
Isaak Tirion (c1705-1765) was granted the privilege in September of 1728
to publish Thomas Salmon’s ‘Modern History, or the Present State of all Nations’,
in Dutch, a little over a year after his name appears for the first time in the records
of the booksellers’s guild. Although he was primarily known as a bookseller, he
also made a name for himself in the world of cartography, publishing a number of
atlases despite the fact that he was neither a cartographer nor a geographer. His wife
continued the business for about ten years after his death.

Rare chart of the Makassar Strait

27 SMITS, H.D.A.
Kaart van Straat Makassar te
zamengesteld op last van wijlen
Zyne Excellentie den Vice Admiraal
E.B. van den Bosch, door den
Luitenant ter zee eerste klasse...
Publication
Batavia, uitgegeven onder toexigt der
Kommissie tot verbetering der Indische
Zeekaarten, 1853
Description
Lithographed chart, laid down on linen,
some insect damage with loss to the image,
edges a bit frayed.
Dimensions
680 by 830mm. (26.75 by 32.75 inches).

£600

A detailed chart of the Makassar Strait between Borneo and Sulawesi, surrounded by
numerous insets and coastal profiles, at a time when the Dutch were in firm control
of the area, although the British had interest in the northern part of Borneo.
The chart is dedicated to Engelbertus Batavus Van Den Bosch (1789-1751),
Colonial Secretary and Commander of the Navy in the Dutch East Indies. Smits
created a number of charts of the area, but this is only known in one other example,
at the University of Leiden.

A time of transition for the Dutch East Indies

28 BUIJSKES, Pieter Johan
Kleine Soenda Eilanden en
aangrenzende vaarwaters.
Publication
[The Hague], Departement van Marine te ‘s
Gravenhage Afdeeling Hydrographie, 1876
[but 1886].
Description
Lithographed chart with contemporary
hand-colour in part; toned and frayed at the
edges with minor loss.
Dimensions
700 by 860mm. (27.5 by 33.75 inches).
References
Dated in manuscript the lower margin,
28/1/1887

£370

Sheet one, showing the eastern end of Java, the islands of Bali, Lombok, and West
Nusa Tengarra, of several large-scale maps of the Dutch East Indies during a time of
transition. From a time now referred to as the Liberal Period (circa 1870 to 1900), in
which private capitalism had an increasing influence on colonial policy in the Dutch
Indies, previously largely operated under a government run Cultivation System.
Produced by the Dutch Ministerie van Marine under the direction of Pieter
Johan Buijskes (1829-1910), former captain in the Dutch navy. First issued in 1876,
but here reprinted in 1886.

Dudley’s map of southern India

29 DUDLEY, Robert
Questa carta contiene la costa
dell’ India Orientale con la costa
di Coromandell e l’Isola di Zeilan e
finisce con la parte Tramontna di
Sumatra. La longitudine Comincia
da l’Isola di Pico di Asores
Publication
Florence, Francesco Onofri, 1646.
Description
Engraved chart on two joined sheets, full
margins showing the plate mark.
Dimensions
550 by 820mm. (21.75 by 32.25 inches).
References
Lord Wardington, ‘Sir Robert Dudley and
the Arcano del Mare’, The Book Collector 52
(2003), pp.199-211.

£10,500

First edition of Dudley’s chart showing the southern coast of India and the island of
Sri Lanka. The Maldives, the Andobar Islands and the Nicobar Islands all appear in
the Indian Ocean. Sumatra and Myanmar are partially visible. From the ‘Arcano del
Mare’, one the “greatest atlases of the world” (Wardington).
First published in 1646 when its author, Robert Dudley, was 73, it was not
only the first sea atlas of the world, but also the first to use Mercator’s projection; the
earliest to show magnetic deviation; the first to show currents and prevailing winds;
the first to expound the advantages of ‘Great Circle Sailing’ – the shortest distance
between two points on a globe; and “perhaps less importantly the first sea-atlas to be
compiled by an Englishman, albeit abroad in Italy” (Wardington).
Robert Dudley (1573–1649) was the son of the Earl of Leicester (the
one time favourite of Elizabeth I) and Lady Douglas Sheffield, the widow of
Lord Sheffield. Although born out of wedlock, Robert received the education and
privileges of a Tudor nobleman. He seems to have been interested in naval matters
from an early age, and in 1594, at the age of twenty-one, he led an expedition to
the Orinoco River and Guiana. His success upon the high-seas was not matched,
unfortunately, by his luck at court, and at the beginning of the seventeenth century
he was forced to flee, along with his cousin Elizabeth Southwell, to Europe.
Eventually he ended up in Florence at the court of Grand Duke Ferdinand I of
Tuscany, where he not only married his cousin and converted to Catholicism, but
also help Ferdinand wage war against the Mediterranean pirates. In his spare time,
he set about his great life’s work: the ‘Arcano del Mare’.
For the beautifully engraved charts, Dudley employed the services of
Antonio Francesco Lucini. Lucini states in the atlases that the work took him
twelve years to complete and required 5,000lbs of copper. The charts are by English
and other pilots, and it is generally accepted that the work was both scientific and
accurate for the time. It is assumed that Dudley used the original charts of Henry
Hudson, and for the Pacific Coast of America used his brother in-law Thomas
Cavendish’s observations.

The first chart of the Chinese Coast
on Mercator’s Projection
30 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare del mare di
Cocincina con la parte Australe
della Cina...
Publication
[Florence, 1661].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
460 by 370mm (18 by 14.5 inches).

£21,000

A fine example with a strong impression of this elegantly engraved chart, the earliest
to focus on the southernmost part of the coast of China that includes Hong Kong
and Macao; the chart also includes the northern coast of Vietnam. The city of
Canton (Guangzhou) is shown, as is the mouth of the Pearl River; Hainan Island
appears in a somewhat distorted form; and a large lake feeds a “R. De Cocincina”.

Chart of the islands at the heart of the VOC controlled
Indonesian archipelago
31 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare del’ Isole di Iava
magg:re e minore con la parte
Austr.le del Isole di Sumatrae e
Burneo La Longi.no Comin:ca da
l’Isola di Pico d’Asores. d’Asia Carta
XIIII.
Publication
[In Firenze, Nella Stamperia di Francesco
Onofri, 1647].
Description
Engraved chart on two joined sheets.
Dimensions
540 by 780mm. (21.25 by 30.75 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
pages 205-207

£5,500

This chart of the islands at the heart of the VOC controlled Indonesian archipelago,
includes southern Sumatra and southern Borneo, and the entire islands of Java
(marked here as Maggiore), Bali, Lombok and Sumbawa (marked here as Java
Minore), showing coastal towns, and harbours.
From the first edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare, di D. Ruberto Dudleo
Ducadi Nortumbria e conte di vvarvich, libri sei ...’. This is a very early chart, by
and Englishman, of the heart of the Dutch empire, and the headquarters of the
VOC, since 1619. In his own words, as a young man, Dudley had yearned to travel
to “India and other parts to which navigation should take him,... [however, Queen
Elizabeth] “would not allow such a mere youth to break his maiden lance in an
enterprise requiring so much knowledge of the world, in which many veteran
Captains had fared so ill... Not being able to take the desired voyage to China,... [he]
sent ships and men there under the command of Captain [Benjamin] Wood” who
was ultimately shipwrecked off the Burmese coast.
In spite of Francis Drake’s successful circumnavigation at the end of the
1570s, “English voyages were generally disappointing” (Suarez). The English East
India Company was chartered on the last day of 1600, and it was not long before the
Company had established factories in Banten ( Java), Ayuthaya, and Patani, and was
conducting limited trade with Cambodia and Cochin-China. However, the “Massacre
of Ambon” and other less tragic difficulties, precipitated the English withdrawal from
the Souteast Asian arena, to concentrate on establishing their presence in India instead.

First large-scale map of the Spice Islands
by an Englishman
32 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare delle Isole de
Molucchi La longiti.no da lisola di
Pico d’Asores d’ Asia Carta XIII.
Publication
[In Firenze, Nella Stamperia di Francesco
Onofri, 1647].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
535 by 420mm. (21 by 16.5 inches).

£4,500

Chart of the northern Maluku Islands, historically known as the Moluccas, or
Spice Islands, showing coastal towns, and harbours. A very early chart of the area,
by an Englishman, following that of Willem Blaeu’s ‘Moluccæ insulæ celeberrimæ’
(1638), which was the first large-scale printed map of the islands. The west coast
of the largest island in the group, Gilolo, present-day Halmahera, appears in the
east. There are, in fact, hundreds of islands in the group, but only a very select group
feature in the more than two-hundred years of colonial strife that was the European
spice trade. Until the eighteenth century, these rain-forested islands were the only
obtainable source of cloves, nutmeg, and mace.
Arab traders “introduced cloves to Europeans around the fourth century but
sought to keep their sources secret. Their monopoly was broken by the Portuguese
after Vasco da Gama’s voyage to India around the Cape of Good Hope in 1497. The
Portuguese strengthened their stranglehold on the spice trade during the sixteenth
century, when they found the central locus of the spices to be these islands. One of
the native traditions was to plant a clove tree when a child was born, linking the
child symbolically to the life of the tree. When the Dutch took over control of the
Moluccas in the seventeenth century, they eradicated the clove trees from all the
islands except Amboina (and a few adjacent islands) in order to enforce the spice’s
scarcity, keeping prices high. As a result, cloves were worth more than their weight in
gold. But, as one might expect, the Dutch tactic also instilled hatred and fomented
rebellion among the islanders. Gradually, the spice was cultivated in other places of
the world, like Brazil, the West Indies, and Zanzibar, reducing prices and making the
commodity more available” (Princeton University Library online). The British gained
a foothold twice in the islands, but they became official Dutch colonies, once again,
during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
From the first edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare, di D. Ruberto Dudleo
Ducadi Nortumbria e conte di vvarvich, libri sei ...’.

Chart of the southern routes to the Spice Islands

33 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare dell’Isole Celebes
e Giliolo parte Australe:le e di
Butto, Batuliar, Timor, Seram,
Banda, e Amboina e altre Isolete.
La longitudine Comincia da l’Isola
di Pico d’Asores. d’Asia Carta XV.
L.o 6.o.
Publication
[In Firenze, Giuseppe Cocchini, 1661].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 480mm. (21.75 by 19 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
pages 205-207

£3,000

Dudley’s beautiful chart of Indonesia, from the Celebes in the north, to Timor in the
south, which guarded the southern routes to the Spice Islands, showing shoals, and
names of coastal features, capes, rivers and settlements. The Portuguese first settled
on Timor in 1520, and the Spanish arrived in 1522. The Dutch took possession of
the western portion of the island in 1613. Thereafter, until the twentieth century, the
Dutch and the Portuguese struggled for supremacy of the island, with East Timor
being virtually all that eluded the Dutch domination of Indonesia.
Information regarding the islands of Ambon, Seram and Banda was
strictly controlled in order to protect the VOC’s effective monopoly on the trade
in nutmeg and cloves. “Having calculated that their market could be supplied
from the clove production on Ambon alone, it set about destroying all the clove
trees on Seram though happily without complete success. This policy was more
effective, however, on the small island of Pulau Run, where the VOC succeeded in
extirpating all the nutmeg trees that grew there, thereby ensuring that the English,
who had been allowed to remain on a tiny coral islet just to the north of the island
could not profit from their fruit” (Suarez 235).
The Bandanese refused to cooperate with the VOC demands for exclusive
rights to their nutmeg, and so were effectively erased from the map in 1621. The
VOC divided the islands into plantations which were leased to former Company
employees who had stayed on after their term of service. They were given slaves to
work the land, and the VOC bought their crops at fixed prices.
From the second edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare’, one the “greatest atlases of
the world” (Wardington), first published in 1646 when its author, Robert Dudley, was
73.

Chart showing English East India Company interests

34 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare del’ Golfo di
Bengala e Pegu che comincia con
il capo Masulipatan e finische con
la punta Domurco. Lalogitu.no
Comin:a da lIsola di Pico d’Asores
d’Asia Carta V. L.o 6.o.
Publication
[In Firenza, Giuseppe Cocchini, 1661].
Description
Engraved chart on two joined sheets.
Dimensions
540 by 850mm. (21.25 by 33.5 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
pages 205-207

£5,500

In his own words, as a young man, Dudley had yearned to travel to “India and other
parts to which navigation should take him,... [however, Queen Elizabeth] “would
not allow such a mere youth to break his maiden lance in an enterprise requiring so
much knowledge of the world, in which many veteran Captains had fared so ill...
Not being able to take the desired voyage to China,... [he] sent ships and men there
under the command of Captain [Benjamin] Wood” who was ultimately shipwrecked
off the Burmese coast. Dudley’s beautiful chart shows the Gulf of Bengal and Pegu,
from Cape Mastilipatan to Point Domurco,with the coastlines of India, Bangladesh
and Myanmar, including coastal towns, harbours and islands.
In spite of Francis Drake’s successful circumnavigation at the end of
the 1570s, “English voyages were generally disappointing” (Suarez). The English
East India Company was chartered on the last day of 1600, and it was not long
before the Company had established factories in Banten ( Java), Ayuthaya, and
Patani, and was conducting limited trade with Cambodia and Cochin-China.
However, the “Massacre of Ambon” and other less tragic difficulties, precipitated
the English withdrawal from the Souteast Asian arena, to concentrate on
establishing their presence in India instead.
From the second edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare’.

Drake’s “Island of Thieves”

35 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare del’Isole di
Ladroes con l’Isole di Gilolo e de
Molucchi Lalongitud.no Comincia
da l’Isola di Pico d’Asores. d’ Asia
Carta XII. L.o 6.o.
Publication
[In Firenze, Giuseppe Cocchini, 1661].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 430mm. (21.75 by 17 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
pages 205-207

£3,000

Chart of the eastern coast of Mindanao, the southernmost island in the Philippines,
extending eastward to the present-day Marianas Islands, and the legendary Spice
Islands of the Moluccas, now Maluku Islands, showing coastal towns, harbours and
islands. This is a very early chart of the area by an Englishman, paying tribute to the
voyage of fellow Englishman, Francis Drake. At the centre of the chart is a little
archipelago to the east of Mindanao captioned “I Scoperte dal Cap.o Drago Ingilese”
– “discovered by the English Captain Drake”, now thought to be the islands of the
westernmost Carolines, and including that called by Drake “the Island of Thieves”.
From these islands, Drake sailed west for thirteen days, reaching “four islands”, now
thought to refer to the islands and peninsulas at either side of the gulf of Davao.
Even further to the east are the Marianas, then the Ladrones Islands,of
which Robert Morden famously wrote in his ‘Geography Rectified’ (1688), “I find
nothing memorable,... except their names in some maps”. However, they were of
increasing value to the Spanish, who used them as a way-station for their voyages
between their outposts in Acapulco and Manila.
In about 1512 the Moluccas were discovered by the Portuguese, who thereafter
colonized them and established a trading center on the island of Ternate. Volcanic
in origin, the islands are lush and mountainous and important for being the origin of
the spices nutmeg and cloves. During the following century, the islands reverted to
Dutch control and, during the height of the VOC, a monopoly in the clove trade was
established. The British gained a foothold twice in the islands, but they became official
Dutch colonies, once again, during the first quarter of the nineteenth century.
From the second edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare.

The Sunda Strait

36 DUDLEY, Robert
Carta particolare del stretto
di Sunda fra l’Isole di Sumatra
e Iavamaggre La longitudine
Comincia da l’Isola di Pico d’Asores
d’ Asia Carta IIII.
Publication
[In Firenze, Nella Stamperia di Francesco
Onofri, 1647].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
475 by 370mm. (18.75 by 14.5 inches).
References
Suarez ‘Early Mapping of Southeast Asia’,
pages 205-207

£3,000

Dudley’s beautiful chart of the Sunda Strait between the island of Sumatra and
Java, showing Batavia, other coastal towns, harbours and islands. The chart is based
on various sources, but essentially expands on the first large-scale map of the Strait
by Lucas Janszoon Waghenaer in his ‘Thresoor’ of 1602. The Strait had been of
great importance to the Dutch in their early attempts to establish a stronghold in
Southeast Asia as the Malacca Strait, between Sumatra and the Malay peninsula,
had been historically controlled by the Portuguese.
From the first edition of ‘Dell'arcano del mare, di D. Ruberto Dudleo
Ducadi Nortumbria e conte di vvarvich, libri sei ...’.

Dedicated to the young and sickly Duke of Gloucester

37 WELLS, Edward
A New Map of the East Indies,
Taken from Mr. de Fer’s Map of
Asia, Shewing their Cheif [sic]
Divisions, Cities, Towns, Ports,
rivers, Mountains, &c. Dedicated
to His Highness William Duke of
Gloucester.
Publication
[London, T.W. for J. Walthoe, R. Wilkin, J.
and J. Bonwicke, S. Birt, T. Ward and E.
Wicksteed, from 1700].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
420 by 580mm. (16.5 by 22.75 inches).

£370

Published in Wells’s ‘A New Sett of Maps of Antient and Present Geography’,
over time by subscription. All the maps in the series were dedicated to the young
and sickly Duke of Gloucester, son of Queen Anne, who died at the end of July in
1700, just after Williamsburg in Virginia had been named for him. The plates were
prepared by some of the most accomplished engravers in Oxford including Michael
Burghers, who worked for Moses Pitt on his atlas; R. Spofforth, Sutton Nicholls,
Edward Smith, Benjamin Cole, and John Moxon.
Based on the lower right-hand portion of Nicolas de Fer’s ‘L'Asie Dresse
selon les dernieres Relations et Suivant les Nouvelles Decouvertes’, first published in
1700, but reissued for nearly two decades afterwards. The map extends from Persia
in the west to southern China and the Philippines in the east, and includes the
southernmost island of Timor.

38 WELLS, Edward
A New Map of Great Tartary, and
China, with the adjoyning Parts of
Asia, taken from Mr. de Fer’s, Map
of Asia. Dedicated to His Highness
William Duke of Gloucester.
Publication
[London, T.W. for J. Walthoe, R. Wilkin, J.
and J. Bonwicke, S. Birt, T. Ward and E.
Wicksteed, from 1700].
Description
Engraved map.
Dimensions
510 by 720mm. (20 by 28.25 inches).

£220

Published in Wells’s ‘A New Sett of Maps of Antient and Present Geography’,
over time by subscription. All the maps in the series were dedicated to the young
and sickly Duke of Gloucester, son of Queen Anne, who died at the end of July in
1700, just after Williamsburg in Virginia had been named for him. The plates were
prepared by some of the most accomplished engravers in Oxford including Michael
Burghers, who worked for Moses Pitt on his atlas; R. Spofforth, Sutton Nicholls,
Edward Smith, Benjamin Cole, and John Moxon.
Based on the upper right-hand portion of Nicolas de Fer’s ‘L'Asie Dresse
selon les dernieres Relations et Suivant les Nouvelles Decouvertes’, first published in
1700, but reissued for nearly two decades afterwards. The map extends from the Black
Sea and Persia in the west to Japan and Taiwan in the east; north to Nova Zembla, and
south to Canton. Lasa, or “Barantola, ... ye seat of the Great Lama...” is shown. Two
insets appear upper right: “This draught of the Country to the N.E. of China is made
according to the memoirs of Martini the Jesuit &c”; and “This country to the NNE,
and East of China is according to the memoirs of Verbiest the Jesuit”

The rare first state of the Southeast Asia map from the
first atlas devoted to Oriental navigation
39 THORNTON, John
A Chart of the Easternmost part
of the East Indies and China, From
Cape Comarine to Japan, with all
the Adjacent Islands.
Publication
London, John Thornton Hydrographer, at
the England, Scotland and Ireland, in the
Minories, [1703].
Description
Engraved chart on a laminated sheet,
trimmed to upper neatline.
Dimensions
440 by 553mm. (17.25 by 21.75 inches).
References
Skelton and Verner, ‘John Thornton.
The English Pilot. The Third Book’, T.O.T.,
Amsterdam, 1970.

£22,000

The first state of Thornton’s chart of the East Indies, published in his ‘English Pilot:
The Third Book... the Oriental Navigation’, the first printed sea atlas devoted to
Southeast Asia and the East Indies.
The great ‘English Pilot’ project had been started by John Seller in 1671,
with a fragmentary edition of the ‘Oriental Navigation (Third Book)’ published in
1675. Seller’s financial troubles, however, precluded any further editions, and it was
not until four years after his death, in 1701, that another fragmentary ‘Third Book’
was reissued by Thomas Mount and William Page, whom had probably acquired the
plates and text from Seller’s one time business partner William Fisher.
It would not be until 1703, when John Thornton published a rival edition,
that a complete seaman’s guide and set of printed charts for navigation to and
in Southeast Asia was bought to market. Thornton was part of the consortium
that had overseen the publication of the first edition of 1675, and his position as
hydrographer to the East India Company - EIC - meant he had a ready supply of
charts of the area. In fact we know that Thornton had access to some of the most
up-to-date charts of the region, due to a collection of 17 manuscript charts signed
by him, now housed in the BnF. The charts are most likely those taken from the
East Indiaman, the Canterbury, by two French ships off Malacca on 20 December
1703. The charts enable us to reconstruct most of the source material for the works
Southeast Asian section. Some of the charts such of those of the Hugli River, and
the Bay of Amoy, draw on English voyages and surveying, however, the majority
are based on manuscript surveys by Blaeu, hydrographer to the Dutch East India
Comapny - VOC -. It is unclear how the Thornton gained access to such highly
secret maps, however, Mlle de la Roncière, suggests that “the reign of William III,
King of England and Stadtholder of the United Provinces, might have facilitated
exchange between the two rival companies [ie the VOC and the EIC]”.
However Thornton acquired the new cartographic information, the present
chart show a marked improvement on the charts published by Seller, and is one of
the most accurate and up-to-date maps published at the time.
His son Samuel Thornton took over the publication after his father's
death in 1708, and produced a new edition in 1711. Few changes were made to the
actual content of the maps, although John's name was replaced with Samuel's in
the cartouche. After Samuel’s death in 1715, the plates were acquired by William
Mount and Thomas Page. The work would continue to be published up until 1761,
and James Cook is known to have taken a copy on his first voyage, even using it to
navigate the coasts of Java.
The present map is an example of the first state with the imprint of
John Thornton. We are unable to trace any other example of this state appearing
at auction. Worldcat and COPAC record no institutional examples of this state
separate from the atlas. We are only able to trace four copies of the 1703 pilot in
institutions: The British Library; The Admiralty Library; The National Maritime
Museum; and the Maritime Museum Rotterdam.

The first large-scale map of Southeast Asia
published in England
40 MOLL, Herman
A Map of the East-Indies and
the Adjacent Countries; with
the Settlements, Factories and
Territories, explaining what
Belongs to England, Spain, France,
Holland, Denmark, Portugal &c
with many remarks not extant in
any other Map
Publication
London, Sold by H. Moll over against
Devereux Court between Temple Bar and
St. Clements Church in the Strand and by
John King at the Globe in the Poultrey near
Stocks Market, [1710, or later].
Description
Engraved map on two joined sheets, with
contemporary hand-colour in outline.
SEPARATIONS AT FOLDS ARE EXTENSIVE
Dimensions
620 by 1050mm. (24.5 by 41.25 inches).
References
Reinhartz, D, ‘The Cartographer and the
Literati - Herman Moll and his Intellectual
Circle’

£6,000

Herman Moll's large format map of India and Southeast Asia, including China and
the Philippines, one of the most decorative and sought-after maps of the region
published in the eighteenth century, and the first large scale map of the region
published in England.
The present map depicts the East Indies from the Persian border to New
Guinea and the southern part of Japan, including India, Ceylon, Southeast Asia,
most of China, present Indonesia, the Philippines, etc. It is augmented by insets
featuring a plan of Bantam (a major port in Dutch-controlled Java); a view of Goa
(the principal Portuguese base in India); a view of Surat (an English trading post in
India); a plan of Madras, India (a major English base); as well as a plan of Batavia
(the capital of the Dutch East Indies, today known as Jakarta). Richly annotated,
the map illustrates the extent of European influence and trade, at the height of
colonial influence throughout this critical region.
Importantly, the map was the most popular and authoritative general
cartographic representation of South and East Asia published during this period
when the activities of the East India Company - EIC - had risen to the forefront
of the economic life of the British Empire. The EIC was a private syndicate that
was granted a charter by Queen Elizabeth I in 1600 that henceforth allowed it a
monopoly on all English trade with the East Indies. By 1720, the EIC’s activities
accounted for 15% of Britain’s total imports. Its activities were focused on the Indian
Subcontinent, with its immense wealth in precious gems, gold, textiles, tea and
saltpeter (the key element for making gunpowder).
The EIC gained its initial foothold in India in 1612, upon being given
permission by the Mughal Emperor to open a trading post in Surat. Indeed, over a
century later, Moll noted on the map, “The Town of Surat is of ye Greatest Trade
and Note in India”. In 1634, the Company was given special trading privileges
in the wealthy region of Bengal, the centre of the subcontinent’s lucrative textile
trade. The EIC expanded its operation to the Coromandel Coast, founding Fort
George (Madras) in 1639. By 1647, the Company had twenty-three factories spread
throughout coastal India. The EIC's ascendancy in the region reached a highpoint
in 1668, when the Islands of Bombay (today’s Mumbai) were given to England by
Portugal as part of Charles II’s wedding dowry.
However, in 1689, the EIC’s great era of expansion was endangered when
English pirates attacked Mughal interests, to the great consternation of Emperor
Aurangzeb. Mughal forces seized Bombay and threatened to drive the English out of
India. Only skilled diplomacy averted what would have been a disaster for the English
economy. The ECC placated Aurangzeb, and in 1690 were permitted to found Fort
William (Calcutta) in Bengal, which later became the capital of British India.
Not long after this map was published, the Company’s horizons expanded
further. In 1717, the Mughals granted the British an exemption from all customs duties
in Bengal. Moreover, in 1711, the EIC opened up a massive new market when China’s
Kangxi Emperor granted the Company rights to trade for tea and silver at Canton
(Guangzhou).
While the EIC was preeminent in mainland India, the map also shows the
territories controlled its competitors, notably; the Dutch who dominated Indonesia, the
Malay Peninsula, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), as well as maintaining a post in Japan at Nagasaki;
the Portuguese, who held several enclaves in India (notably Goa), as well as Macao in
China; and the Spaniards who governed the Philippines. As noted on the map various
European powers maintained factories along the Indian coastlines, although these
enterprises did not seriously rival the ECC interests on the subcontinent.
Herman Moll, who was known as one of the era’s most commercially savvy
mapmakers, devised the map as a celebration of the EIC’s success, in an effort not only to
appeal to public interest, but to gain the patronage of the Company’s wealthy investors.

Herman Moll (c1654-1732) was one of the most important figures in
the English map trade in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries.
However, very little is known about his background. It seems likely that he came
from Germany, possibly Bremen, and was in London by 1678. He worked hard, had
a substantial output of cartographic material, as engraver, mapmaker or publisher,
such that one might assume that he had assistants or apprentices to help, but there is
no evidence of this, and, after his death in 1732, the “Moll firm” disappears without
trace. His son Gilles Hendrick obviously predeceased his father, while the surviving
daughter, Henderina Amelia Moll, is little more than a name on a will.
Moll first appears in 1678 as an engraver working on Moses Pitt’s ‘The
English Atlas’ with Sir Robert Hooke, one of the patrons of the project. Moll later
claimed that he was employed by Prince Rupert to assist them. Shortly after the Pitt
atlas project failed, Moll tried to establish a business as a mapmaker, or “Geographer”
as he termed himself, but was unsuccessful. Much of his career was spent as a jobbing
engraver for mapmakers and publishers, particularly in the book trade for people like
James Knapton, providing the maps for their travel accounts. It was the availability
of an engraver that gave the impetus to so many publishers to commission maps for
publications, and may account for some of the success of such publications.
In 1707 Moll commenced work on his most famous publication, ‘The World
Described’, a collection of two sheet maps of the world. It was one of the most famous
English atlases of the eighteenth century, and long-lived; the atlas was completed in
1717; the maps, in other hand, were still being advertised for sale in 1796.
Moll was also fond of filling blank spaces on his maps, particularly those of 
‘The World Described’ with text panels, often a commentary on the region depicted,
but on several maps he was equally happy to vent his bile on rival mapmakers: the
English partners Jeremiah Seller and Charles Price; the publisher and engraver or
John Senex; and the French, notably Guillaume Delisle.
Moll was involved in a number of atlas publications: the ‘Thesaurus
Geographicus’ (1695), re-issued in a number of other guises, and expanded to form the 
‘Atlas Geographus’ (1711); his ‘Twenty Four New and Accurate Maps of the Several
Parts of Europe’ (1706); and ‘A New Description of England and Wales’ (1724).
In his will, there is no mention of a stock of printing plates or other
business assets. It is probable that much of the material he put his name to was
owned and financed by others, with Moll as the creative influence and “celebrity
name” for the title-page.

The Sunda Strait

41 THORNTON, John;
and Samuel THORNTON A
New and Correct Chart of Part of
the Island of Java From the West
End to Batavia with the Streights
of Sunda.
Publication
London, Sam.l Thornton at the Sign of
England, Scotland and Ireland in the
Minories, [1711].
Description
Engraved chart, laminated with some loss
to the upper sheet affecting the lower lefthand corner.
Dimensions
450 by 550mm. (17.75 by 21.75 inches).

£900

The important Sunda Strait lies between the southern tip of Sumatra and the
western end of Java to Batavia. This large-scale and detailed chart pays particular
attention to the numerous treacherous islands which pilots must navigate.
The great ‘English Pilot’ project had been started by John Seller in 1671,
with the first edition of the ‘Oriental Navigation (Third Book)’ published in 1675.
Seller’s financial troubles, however, precluded any further editions, and it was
not until four years after his death, in 1701, that the ‘Third Book’ was reissued by
Thomas Mount and William Page. To confuse matters, John Thornton published
a rival edition in 1703. Thornton was part of the consortium that had overseen the
publication of the first edition of 1675, and his position as hydrographer to the East
India Company meant he had a ready supply of charts of the area. A subsequent
edition of 1711 would be published by his son Samuel and, after Samuel’s death in
1715, the plates were acquired by William Mount and Thomas Page. The following
year they issued a new edition complete with Thornton’s charts.
John Thornton (1641-1708) was a leading English chart-maker, active
between 1667 and 1708. He was apprenticed to John Burston in the Draper’s
Company in 1656; at the time, and despite the name, the Draper’s Company was the
epicentre for the leading makers of manuscript charts in England, with Burston a
prominent figure in the “school” and Thornton emerges as a skilled practitioner both
as a maker, and possibly as an engraver. He described himself as Hydrographer to the
East India Company and Hydrographer to the Hudson Bay Company, although he
is not recorded as such in the records of either company.
He was the first member of the “school” to make the transition from
manuscript to printed charts, publishing three charts relating to the Americas or
Atlantic in 1673, but his career path changed dramatically in 1677 when he entered
into partnership with a group, including William Fisher, to assist John Seller in
continuing his chart publishing business. When the partnership ended Thornton
retained some of Seller’s materials, and moved firmly into publishing.
The core of his business was chart publishing, the most important of his
atlases being the ‘English Pilot. The Fourth Book’ (1689), the first English sea atlas
devoted to the English colonies in North America and the West Indies, published
jointly with William Fisher, and much reprinted. He also published ‘The English
Pilot. The Third Book … the Oriental Navigation’ (1703), the first printed sea atlas of
southeast Asia and the East Indies.
John was succeeded by his son Samuel (c1665–1712) on his death in 1708,
but Samuel died shortly after, and the stock was acquired by Mount and Page.

The Bali Strait

42 THORNTON, John;
and Samuel THORNTON
A Large Draught of the East End of
Java and Madura.
Publication
[London, Mount and Page, 1715, or later].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
500 by 580mm. (19.75 by 22.75 inches).
References
Rare, OCLC records only one example of this
issue of the chart, at the library of Northern
Illinois University, dated to 1748

£750

Oriented with west at the top, this large-scale and detailed chart of the Bali Strait
and Java Sea, shows the eastern ends of Java and Madura, and the western end of
Bali. From a later edition of ‘The English Pilot, the Third Book’, issue with Samuel
Thornton’s imprint erased, but before that of Mount and Page was added.

A list of Jesuit missionaries

43 BOWEN, Emanuel
A New & Accurate Map of China.
Drawn from Surveys made by
the Jesuit Missionaries, by
Order of the Emperor. The whole
being regulated by numerous
Astronomical Observations.
Publication
[London], William Innys [and others, 1747].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline.1
Dimensions
375 by 450mm. (14.75 by 17.75 inches).

£300

Bowen’s map of China, based on extensive surveys by Jesuit missionaries which
he diligently lists on the left-hand side. Published in his ‘Complete System of
Geography’, two volumes, 1744-1747.

First English map of Tibet

44 GREEN, John [pseudonym of
Braddock MEAD]; and George
CHILD
A Map of Great Tibet, drawn
from that made by Lama
mathematicians in 1717.
Publication
[London, Thomas Astley, 1745-1747].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
230 by 360mm. (9 by 14.25 inches).

£600

This is the first English language map of Tibet, engraved by George Child,
and published in Braddock Mead’s compilation, ‘A New General Collection
of Voyages and Travels’. It is based on the same Jesuit sources as Jean Baptiste
Bourguignon D’Anville’s maps that accompany Jean Baptiste du Halde’s
‘Description de la Chine’, 1735.
In spite of his chaotic private life, Braddock Mead “had a number of
marked characteristics as a cartographer. One was his ability to collect, to analyze the
value of, and to use a wide variety of sources; these he acknowledged scrupulously
on the maps he designed and even more fully in accompanying remarks. Another
outstanding characteristic was his intelligent compilation and careful evaluation
of reports on latitudes and longitudes used in the construction of his maps, which
he also entered in tables on the face of his maps... Although acknowledging the
preeminence of French geographers and mapmakers, he attacked Bellin... J.N.
Delisle he accused of professional subterfuge and then of outright lying... Mead's
contributions to cartography stand out in contrast to the shoddiness of his private
life. At a time when the quality and the ethics of map production were at a low ebb
in England, he vigorously urged and practiced the highest standards; in the making
of maps and navigational charts he was in advance of his time. For this he deserves
due credit" (Cumming)

Dalrymple proposes an EIC settlement on
Balambangan
45 DALRYMPLE, Alexander
His Majesty George the Third,
King of Great Britain, &c. This
Chart of Felicia, and Plan of the
Island Balambangan, is humbly
presented,...
Publication
London, Alexander Dalrymple, Nov.r 30,
1770.
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
555 by 795mm. (21.75 by 31.25 inches).

£370

A detailed chart of the southern-most part of Palawan Province in the Philippines,
Balambangan Island, and the north coast of Borneo, which Dalrymple visited on
his second voyage to the Philippines, Borneo and Sulu, in 1762. On Balambangan,
he obtained for the EIC a grant of land, and hoped to promote a trading settlement
there. He eventually persuaded the EIC of the benefits of his proposal, and
in September of 1770 he was appointed leader of the proposed Balambangan
settlement. However, his triumph was short-lived, as he was dismissed by the EIC in
March of 1771 over disagreements over how the Balambangan should be governed.
“Graduated & Engrav'd by B. Henry. The Hills Etch'd by D. Lerpeniere.
The Writing Engraved by W. Whitchurch, Bartholomew Lane Exchange, London”,
the chart was included in ‘The East India Pilot: a collection of charts, maps and
plans for navigation’, London, 1770; Dalrymple’s rare pilot ‘General Introduction
to the Charts and Memoirs’, 1772; and subsequently published in d’Apres de
Mannevillette’s ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, distinguished by the addition of the emblem
of the Depot de la Marine, and the French price.
The first hydrographer to the British Admiralty, Alexander Dalrymple
(1737-1808) is best known for his researches regarding a great Southern Continent,
as well as a proponent of the search for the Northwest Passage (thereby influencing
Vancouver’s survey). Through family connections, Dalrymple was made a “writer”
(the most junior position) for the East India Company and sent to Madras where
he arrived in May 1753. He was afforded access to Robert Orme’s library and grew
increasingly fascinated with the EIC’s activities in Burma, Indo-China and Borneo.
He turned down a promotion so that he might undertake a voyage to the east of
his own. “In February 1759, Pigot freighted the Cuddalore (Captain George Baker)
for Dalrymple ‘to attempt to discover a new route to China through the Molucca
Islands and New Guinea’. Dalrymple made three voyages between 1759 and 1764
to the Philippines, Borneo, and Sulu. In the first, based at Canton (Guangzhou),
he reconnoitred Borneo, the Philippines, and the coast of Cochin-China. For the
second, in the London in 1762, he had James Rennell as companion for a voyage
to Sulu and Balambangan, where he had obtained for the company a grant of land.
In Madras in 1763 he went through the formality of resignation, confident of
reinstatement, to return to London to promote a trading settlement at Balambangan.
En route to Canton for passage to England he became provisional deputy governor
at Manila for a short period in April 1764, in the aftermath of the treaty of Paris,
and he arrived in London in the summer of 1765 …” (ODNB)

A detailed chart of northeast Borneo and present-day
Sulu Archipelago, the Philippines.
46 DALRYMPLE, Alexander
A Mar [sic] of part of Borneo and
the Sooloo Archipelago: Laid down
chiefly from Observations made in
1761, 2, 3, and 4.
Publication
[London, Alexander Dalrymple, 1770].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 800mm. (21.75 by 31.5 inches).

£550

The chart is dedicated by Dalrymple “to the Right Honourable George Lord
Pigot Late Governor of Fort St. George, on the coast of Coromandel in the East
Indies...” and “... engraved at his expense”. It was included in ‘The East India Pilot:
a collection of charts, maps and plans for navigation’, London, 1770; Dalrymple’s
rare pilot ‘General Introduction to the Charts and Memoirs’, 1772; and subsequently
published in d’Apres de Mannevillette’s ‘Le Neptune Oriental’.

47 DALRYMPLE, Alexander
The Sooloo Archipelago, Laid down
chiefly from Observations in 1761,
1762, 1763, & 1764...
Publication
London, Alexander Dalrymple, Dec.r 10,
1771
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
555 by 795mm. (21.75 by 31.25 inches).

£600

Navigable chart of the, present-day, Sulu Archipelago, northeast of Borneo, with
two smaller inset charts of “Sooloo Road” and “Toolyan Bay” by James Rennel. As
early as April 1766, Dalrymple had approached the EIC with the idea of issuing a
series of uniform charts of Borneo, Palawan, Mindanao, and Sulu, that would help to
promote his plan of creating a trading settlement on the island of Balambangan. The
charts would be based on his own observations made during his two voyages to the
area. In 1769 the EIC issued Dalrymple with a grant to support his project, which
resulted in ‘A collection of Charts and Memoirs’ (1772).
“Graduated & Engraved by B. Henry. The Hills Etched by D. Lerpeniere.
The Writing Engraved by W. Whitchurch, Bartholomew Lane R.l Exchange,
London”, the chart was included in Dalrymple’s rare pilot ‘General Introduction
to the Charts and Memoirs’, 1772; and subsequently published in d’Apres de
Mannevillette’s ‘Le Neptune Oriental’.

Unrecorded issue of this rare chart of the Singapore Strait

48 HERBERT, William; and Henry
GREGORY
A Chart of the Seas between the
Straits of Banca and P.o Timon:
with the Eastern Part of the
Straits of Malacca.
Publication
London, H. Gregory, No. 148 Leadenhall
Street, November 30th, 1780.
Description
Engraved chart, with hand-colour in full.
Dimensions
650 by 465mm. (25.5 by 18.25 inches).

£4,500

When first published by William Herbert in 1767, this chart of the MalaccaSingapore Strait, was the first broadly accurate British sea chart of Asia’s busiest
shipping lane, marking a milestone in the revival of hydrography sponsored by
the East India Company, and a key chart used during the ascendancy of British
economic and political power in Southeast Asia and the Far East.
The chart initially appeared within the third edition of Herbert’s ‘The New
Directory of the East Indies’ (1767), a rare atlas of Asian and African navigation that
was sponsored by the EIC. The chart, while not predicated on systematic trigonometric
surveys, and which features notable errors, was nevertheless a great improvement upon
its predecessors, being sufficiently accurate and detailed to provide critical assistance
to practical navigation. It embraces the southern part of the Malay Peninsula (labelled
here as ‘Part of the Peninsula of Malayo’), as far north as Malacca, in the west (which
is marked in the far upper left); and the key anchorage site of ‘Po. Timon’ (Tioman
Island), off of the east coast. It then extends southward to embrace the southern
part of the Malacca Strait and the all of the Straits of Singapore, through the Riau
Archipelago, down so far as to include all of ‘Banca’ (Bangka) and the east-central
portion of Sumatra, including the city of ‘Palimbam’ (Palembang).
Singapore Island, located near the centre of the chart, is labelled by its
archaic name of ‘Po. Panjang’. The ‘Old Straits of Sincapore’ (the modern Johor
Strait) are shown to run to the north of Singapore Island, while the ‘New Straits of
Sincapore’ (the modern Singapore Strait) are shown to run to the south of the island.
Johor is marked as being at the mouth of the river ‘R. Jahore’. The seas throughout
feature innumerable bathymetric soundings and the labelling of major navigational
hazards, as well as the marking of visual aids, such as headlands. Importantly, the safe
shipping passage though the (modern) Singapore Strait is clearly marked, weaving
past many small islands and reefs. While the practical utility of the chart is clear,
it features honest acknowledgements of its own limitations in a region of complex
hydrography, decades before it had been scientifically and systematically mapped. In
the northern extremity of the Riau Archipelago is a note: ‘Within this Space there
are many small Islands not particularly known’.
Further to the east, the chart concedes that it possesses little accurate
knowledge of ‘Bintang’ island, preferring to show most of its shores as dotted lines.
To the south of the Riau Archipelago, the mapping of the coasts of Banka and
Sumatra is quite accurate. However, the offshore waters of the South China Sea,
in the upper right of the chart, are not especially well understood, as the Anambas
Islands are shown to be far too large, while, further to the south are labelled the
apocryphal ‘Islands of the Holy Spirit’.
Henry Gregory acquired Herbert's stock and started reissuing his charts in
1777. The current chart appears to be an unrecorded second state, with the imprint
of “H. Gregory”, but dated “November 30th 1780”, rather than December, and
retaining the numeral “XXI”, upper right, which has been erased from the subsequent
appearances in Gregory’s 1780 [1781] (fifth) and 1787 (sixth) editions of the ‘New
Directory’. The original plate was subsequently acquired by the London printer
William Gilbert, who separately issued the chart in 1790, also cartographically
unaltered, but bearing his imprint of “Wm. Gilbert” with the date of “Febr. 20, 1790”.

Detailed chart of the Singapore Strait

49 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A New Chart containing the
Southwest Part of the China Sea,
comprised between the Malaya
Peninsula, Straits of Sincapore
&c, the Straits of Banca, Gaspar
and Billiton, and the Isle of Borneo.
From the Neptune Oriental
of Mons.r D’Apres with Many
Additions and Emendations.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
Description
Engraved chart, one or two pale stains.
Dimensions
470 by 640mm. (18.5 by 25.25 inches).

£4,500

The chart shows the critically strategic southern tip of the Malay Peninsula and
the Malacca Strait and extends east to the western coast of Borneo, and south the
Sumatra. The islands of the Singapore Strait are shown in great detail, including the
island of “Sincapore”.
Based on D’Apres Mannevillette's ‘Carte de la partie comprise entre la
Sortie du Detroit de Malac le Detroit de Banca e l’Isle Borneo...’ (1775), the chart is
vastly more detailed, particularly in area that encompasses the coast of Malaysia and
the Singapore Strait, and plots the tracks of a number of relatively recent voyages,
including the Mascarin (1773), the Onslow, the L'Etoile (1775), the Vansittart
(1781), as well as those of earlier vessels. The map is busy with depth soundings
and eleven coastal profiles; all of which was extremely important information to the
British, who were seeking a stronghold in the area. From an early edition of Laurie
& Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’, and one of the first charts published after their
purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s business.
Laurie & Whittle's ‘East India Pilot’ was published as a practical guide
to navigators aboard ships of the Royal Navy and East Indiamen, and often taken
to sea, and this chart appears to be no exception, as it is gently waterstained. All
variants of Laurie and Whittle’s ‘Oriental’ pilots of eastern waters are scarce, and
were published under several titles, each with a different complement of charts.
Variants include: ‘The Country Trade East-India Pilot, for the Navigation of the
East-Indies and Oriental Seas, within the limits of the East-India Company’, ‘The
Complete East-India Pilot, or Oriental Navigator’, ‘The East-India Pilot, or Oriental
Navigator’, and ‘The Oriental Pilot; Or, East-India Directory’ focusing on the most
important charts used for the journey.
The foundation of the partnership of Robert Laurie (1755–1836) and James
Whittle (1757–1818) was the existing stock of Robert Sayer’s printing plates, both
for maps and atlases and also decorative prints. Laurie had originally apprenticed to
Robert Sayer in 1770, and made free in 1777. He was a skilled artist, who exhibited
at the Society of Artists from 1770, winning a silver palette for a drawing in 1770,
and he was also an accomplished engraver of mezzotint portraits and produced
views and other decorative items. In about 1792 he returned to the Sayer business
and took it over from the ailing Sayer in 1794. Whittle was apprenticed into the
Needlemakers’ Company, evidently made free by 1792, and joined with Laurie to
take over the Sayer business in 1794.
Laurie retired in 1812. His son Richard Holmes Laurie replaced him in
the partnership and, eventually, took over the firm after Whittle’s death in 1818.
Presumably under the influence of Richard Holmes Laurie, the partnership became
noted as chartmakers and publishers, with the business existing to the current day as
Imray, Laurie, Norie and Wilson.

A vital source of fresh water

50 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A Plan of the Bay on the
Southwest Side of Pulo Timon,
Surveyed by Will.m Nichelson,
1763
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
Description
Engraved chart, short tear lower edge
extending into the image.
Dimensions
500 by 630mm. (19.75 by 24.75 inches).

£150

A chart of Nipah Bay, on the southwest coast of Tioman island off the east coast of
the Malay Peninsula, based on the surveys of Captain Nichelsen made aboard the
‘Elizabeth’ during his voyage to the East Indies between 1758 and 1764. It was first
published by Robert Sayer and John Bennett in their ‘Oriental Pilot’ (1778).
The chart clearly shows the location of the “Fresh Water River a Good
Watering Place”, and the island was important to all vessels in the area for that
reason, and also, as the “Directions” note, because: “This Bay on the SouthWest Side
of the Island Timon is an excellent Road in the North East Monsoon, where you lie
Sheltered from all Winds, between the N.N.W. and S.S.E. the Sea very smooth. You
may Anchor in from 18 to 9 Fathom, clear Ground, opposite the Sandy Bay”. The
remarks share very detailed information about how to successfully approach the Bay
and anchor there, which is further illustrated in the very large and detailed coastal
profile that extends the length of the charted coastline.
The chart is from an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India
Pilot’, and one of the first charts published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s
business. Laurie & Whittle's ‘East India Pilot’ was published as a practical guide
to navigators aboard ships of the Royal Navy and East Indiamen, and often taken
to sea, and this chart appears to be no exception, as it is gently waterstained. All
variants of Laurie and Whittle’s ‘Oriental’ pilots of eastern waters are scarce, and
were published under several titles, each with a different complement of charts.
Variants include: ‘The Country Trade East-India Pilot, for the Navigation of the
East-Indies and Oriental Seas, within the limits of the East-India Company’, ‘The
Complete East-India Pilot, or Oriental Navigator’, ‘The East-India Pilot, or Oriental
Navigator’, and ‘The Oriental Pilot; Or, East-India Directory’ focusing on the most
important charts used for the journey.

Detailed chart of the Singapore Strait

51 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A New Chart containing the
Southwest Part of the China Sea,
comprised between the Malaya
Peninsula, Straits of Sincapore
&c, the Straits of Banca, Gaspar
and Billiton, and the Isle of Borneo.
From the Neptune Oriental
of Mons.r D’Apres with Many
Additions and Emendations.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
DUPLICATE
Description
Engraved chart, left and right margins with
short tears.
Dimensions
470 by 640mm. (18.5 by 25.25 inches).

£3,700

The chart shows the critically strategic southern tip of the Malay Peninsula and
the Malacca Strait and extends east to the western coast of Borneo, and south the
Sumatra. The islands of the Singapore Strait are shown in great detail, including
the island of “Sincapore”.
Based on D’Apres Mannevillette's ‘Carte de la partie comprise entre la
Sortie du Detroit de Malac le Detroit de Banca e l’Isle Borneo...’ (1775), from
an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’, and one of the first
charts published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s business. The chart is vastly
more detailed, particularly in area that encompasses the coast of Malaysia and
the Singapore Strait, and plots the tracks of a number of relatively recent voyages,
including the Mascarin (1773), the Onslow, the L'Etoile (1775), the Vansittart
(1781), as well as those of earlier vessels. The map is busy with depth soundings
and eleven coastal profiles; all of which was extremely important information to the
British, who were seeking a stronghold in the area.

The explosive island of Krakatoa

52 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A New Chart for Sailing Between
the Straits of Sunda or Batavia
and the Straits of Banca and
Gaspar by Mons.r D’Apres de
Mannevillette in his Neptune
Oriental; to which, Among other
Improvements, has been Added
the Track of the Carnatick, Capt.
LeStock Wilson, from North
Watcher to North Island in 1787.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
Description
Engraved chart on two sheets, separated at
central fold.
Dimensions
640 by 470mm. (25.25 by 18.5 inches).

£370

Based on D’Apres Mannevillette's ‘Carte pour Aller du Detroit de la Sonde ou de
Batavia au Detroit de Banca’ (1775), the chart has been updated and is more detailed.
An inset, ‘Plan of the Bay between North Island & the Three Sisters by Capt.n
LeStock Wilson’, lower left. The explosive island of “Cracatoa” is given prominence in
the Sunda Strait. From an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’,
and one of the first charts published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s business.
Provenance:
with contemporary marginal annotation complaining of the inaccuracy of the chart
in relation to the position of Tamarin Island near Krakatoa

The Gulf of Thailand

53 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
The Coast of India from Pulo Timon
to Pulo Cambir Comprehending
the Malayan Coast, The Gulf of
Siam, The Coasts of Tsiampa and
Cochinchina, with the Adjacent
Islands and Part of the Isle of
Borneo
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
Description
Engraved chart on two sheets, separated at
central fold.
Dimensions
470 by 640mm. (18.5 by 25.25 inches).

£750

From an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’, and one of
the first charts published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s business. Based
on Robert Sayer’s chart of the same title from 1775. The chart covers the Gulf of
Thailand; most of the Malay Peninsula, as far as Pulo Timon on the east coast,
and Malacca on the southwest coast; Cambodia north up the Mekong River;
Cochinchina; adjacent islands and part of Borneo

Gaspar Strait

54 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
Sketch of the Straits of Gaspar by
J. Huddart
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May, 1794.
Description
Engraved chart on two sheets, joined
Dimensions
940 by 640mm. (37 by 25.25 inches).

£180

Chart of the navigational channel between the islands of Bangka and Belitung in
the Java Sea. Showing the tracks of several English vessels from the 1780s. From an
early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’, and one of the first charts
published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s business.
Provenance:
Early annotations in pencil recording the true position of Gaspar Island, Middle
Island, and one or two unrecorded shoals

Navigating the Bangka Strait

55 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
Plan of the Straits of Banca,
surveyed by Captn. Lloyd of the
General Elliot Country Ship, and
M.r Bampton in his Passage from
China to Batavia, and from Batavia
to Malaca.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, Jan.y 1st 1796.
Description
Engraved chart, right-hand edge a little
frayed, some light spotting.
Dimensions
640 by 500mm. (25.25 by 19.75 inches).

£550

Navigational chart of the waters around the Island of Bangka. Off the east coast
of Sumatra, the island had long been a source of tin. The chart includes a plethora
of depth soundings based on the surveys of the ‘General Elliot’, described as a
“Country Ship”, a term reserved by the British authorities in India to refer to local
vessels operating between India and other Asian countries, as distinct from the trade
routes between Asia and Europe. British vessels, not in the service of the East India
Company, plying these waters, were therefore known as English country traders.
The “Advertisement” on the map warns that “the Whole Coast of this part of
Sumatra, is very low, and has no perceivable height, but that of the Trees with which it is
covered. The Sea washes the foot of those Trees, and very often rises to their top, which
then induces you to reckon yourself farther from the Coast than you are in reality”.
The chart is from an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India
Pilot’, and one of the first charts published after their purchase of Robert’s Sayer’s
business.

The northern Malacca Strait

56 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A Chart of the Northern Part of
the Straits of Malacca, from The
Road of Acheen to Malacca, by
Mons.r D’Apres de Mannevillette,
with Improvements from Captn.
Hall, Captn. Popham, and Other
navigators.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 17th Sep.tr 1798.
Description
Engraved chart, on two sheets, joined
Dimensions
470 by 640mm. (18.5 by 25.25 inches).

£1,100

Chart of the northern Malacca Strait between Sumatra and the Malay Peninsular.
From an early edition of Laurie & Whittle's rare ‘East India Pilot’, based on d’Apres
Mannevillette’s ‘Carte Plate de la partie Septentrionale du Detroit de Malac, depuis
de la rade d'Achem jusqu'a Malac’ (1775), published in English by Sayer and Bennett
in 1778, but here more detailed. With the addition of a coastal profile and an inset
upper right, ‘Plan of Poolo Pinang, now Prince of Wales’s Island, with its Straits and
Harbour; Given to Capt. Light by the King of Queda, and of which Possession has
been taken by that Officer, for the use of the English East India Company, Aug.
st 11th, 1786”. A note beneath the title states that “Detail of the Eastern Coast of
Sumatra is taken from Dutch Charts, and as the European Ships do not frequent it,
it is but imperfectly known : Care has been taken only to place the Soundings, along
that Coast in the usual Track of the Ships, the same attention has been paid for all
the Depths marked in the Straights. Chiefly in the Neighbourhood of the Aroas and
between the North and South Sand, to cross from those Islands to Parcelar Hill”.

The many islands of the Celebes archipelago

57 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A new chart of the Straits of
Macassar between the islands
of Borneo and Celebes with the
adjacent seas.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th May 1799.
Description
Engraved chart on two sheets, joined
Dimensions
640 by 470mm. (25.25 by 18.5 inches).

£750

An exceptionally detailed chart of the Celebes archipelago and the relatively
narrow strait between the islands of Borneo and Celebes. The tracks of several
English vessels from the late 1780s are recorded, and the chart is filled with helpful
notes and depth soundings. Coastal profiles are included along the side edges.
With numerous annotations in pencil and in ink, recording positions of
previously unrecorded shoals.

A dramatic vignette of the Gut of Larantooca

58 LAURIE, Robert; and James
WHITTLE
A New Chart of the Eastern
Straits, or the Straits to the East of
Java, with a part of the Banda Sea.
Corrected and Improved, chiefly
from the Observations of Captin. R.
Williams.
Publication
London, Laurie & Whittle, 12th Oct.r 1798.
Description
Engraved chart on two sheets, joined
Dimensions
470 by 640mm. (18.5 by 25.25 inches).

£750

An elegant and large-scale chart of the straits surrounding part of the Indonesian
archipelago from Bali to Timor. With an inset vignette of the ‘Entrance of the
Straits or Gut of Larantooca from the Northward ... by Capt.n Rob.t Williams
1797...’, and numerous other equally fine coastal profiles.

Sanson’s Moluccas

59 SANSON, Nicolas
Les Isles Molucques; Celebes,
Gilolo, &c. Par le S.r Sanson
dAbbeville, Geog.e du Roy Avec
privilege pour 20 ans. 1652.
Publication
[Paris, chez l’autheur, 1652].
Description
Engraved chart with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
265 by 370mm. (10.5 by 14.5 inches).

£300

Detailed map of the island east of Borneo in Southeast Asia, with an inset of Banda
and the Moluccas.Published in Sanson’s ‘L'Asie en Plusieurs Cartes...’ (1652).
Nicolas Sanson (1600-1667) began to make maps to supplement his study
of history, and a map of Ancient Gaul, made early in his career brought him to the
attention of Cardinal Richelieu. This foothold in the French court allowed him to
rise to the position of geographe du roi, teaching both Louis XIII and Louis XIV.
Louis XIII even made him a counsellor of state.
Sanson produced an atlas, ‘Cartes Generales de Toutes les Parties du Monde’,
which contained important maps of the post roads and waterways of France. He also
produced two major maps of North America: ‘Amerique Septentrionale’ (1650) was
the first map to show the Great Lakes in a recognisable form, aided by Sanson’s access
to The Jesuit Relations, a collection of accounts by French missionaries to the area. The
map was drawn on a sinusoidal projection, which Sanson was the first to use. In 1656
he made ‘Le Canada ou Nouvelle France’, which showed the Great Lakes in greater
detail, and included accurate representations of the Hudson Bay area, the Delaware
and the Gulf of Saint Lawrence.

Sanson’s Philippines

60 CHATELAIN, Jean Baptiste Claude
Les Isles Philippines Molucques et
de la Sonde
Publication
Chez Pierre Mariette, rue St. Jacques a
l’Esperance, avec Privilege du Roy Pour vingt
Ans, Paris, 1654.
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in outline.
Dimensions
455 by 590mm. (18 by 23.25 inches).

£900

The map was engraved by J. Somer for the elder Nicolas Sanson with a privilege for
twenty years, and appeared in Sanson's 1658 ‘Cartes generales de toutes les parties
du monde’ and in later editions. It extends to include the Malay Peninsula and shows
“Sincapura” on the mainland, Canton on the Chinese coast, the Marianas in the east,
the Philippines, the islands of the Indonesian archipelago, and part of Carpentaria,
Northern Australia, in the south.
In spite of later developments in the cartography of the East Indies the map
remained unchanged, with the original date and Pierre Mariette's name as publisher,
for nearly a century. It therefore reflects the historical situation and the state of
cartographic knowledge in the middle of the seventeenth century.

Singapore as part of the mainland

61 SANSON, Nicolas
Les Isles de la Sonde, entre
lesquelles sont Sumatra, Iava,
Borneo, &c.
Publication
[Utrecht, Johannes Ribbius and Simon de
Vries, 1682-1683].
Description
Engraved map.
Dimensions
215 by 290mm. (8.5 by 11.5 inches).

£550

Detailed map of western Southeast Asia, including the Malay Peninsula,
Sumatra, Java and Borneo. Showing “Sinca=pura” as part of the mainland.
First published in ‘L'Asie en Plusieurs Cartes...’ (1652) engraved by A.
Peyrounin. Johannes Ribbius and Simon de Vries published a German edition
in 1682 and 1683, with new maps engraved by Antoine d'Winter, retaining the
French captions on the maps.

One of only three examples known

62 FEUILLE, Jacob de la
Indiae Orientalis nec non
Insularum Adiacentium Nova
Descriptio Auctore Jac.o de la
Feuille. Cum Privilegio Ordinum
Hollandiae et West-frisiae.
Publication
[Amsterdam, c1696].
Description
Engraved map with contemporary handcolour in full.
Dimensions
550 by 635mm. (21.75 by 25 inches).
References
Tooley I 566 (Feuille), II 35 (de Wit)

£3,000

Rare printing by Jacob de la Feuille (1668-1719), son of Daniel de la Feuille, of
Nicolas Visscher’s 1670 map of Southeast Asia. The map extends to include India,
Ceylon, the Maldives, part of China, the East Indies, the Philippines, southern
Persia, and the northern coast of Australia, depicted as "Hollandia Nova".
Jacob de Feuille acquired a number of engraved cartographical plates
through his marriage in 1696 to Maria de Ram, the widow of Johannes de Ram
(1648-93), and this map is clearly printed from the same plate as de Ram’s map of
the same title, c1683, with Feuille’s name substituted for de Ram’s. It is also almost
identical to De Wit’s 1688 map of the same title. In his imprint, de Wit describes
the map as “Editia” (edited) by him, whereas both de Ram and Feuille, in their
imprints, attest that the map is “Auctore” (authored) by them, implying that the de
Ram / Feuille map precedes de Wit’s. De Wit’s ‘Tabula Indiae Orientalis, emendata’
of the same area was published in 1662.
However, Jacob de la Feuille’s honour cannot be depended upon. The
year following his marriage, “he was already in trouble for he was brought to court
accused of having raped his housemaid. A notary act of 1711 registers the complaint
of his wife that he left her five years earlier in a poor state and that his present
whereabouts were unknown” (Burden 577).
Exceptionally rare: only known in two other examples: bound in a Frederick De
Wit composite atlas at the Newberry Library; and in the National Library of Australia.

“Cincapura au Cingapura”

63 CHATELAIN, Jean Baptiste Claude
Le Royaume de Siam avec les
Royaumes qui luy sont Tributaires
et les Isles de Sumatra Andemaon
etc., et les isles voisines sure les
observations des Jusuites Envojez
par le Roy Louis XIV en Qualite
de Ses Mathematiciens dans les
Indes et a la Chine, ou l’on voit aus
si La Route qu’ils ont tenue par le
Destroit de la Sonde Jusqu’a Siam
Publication
[Amsterdam, François L’Honoré &
Compagnie Libraries, 1719].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
450 by 510mm. (17.75 by 20 inches).

£550

Singapore, as “Cincapura au Cingapura”, appears at the center of this detailed map
of Southeast Asia. Showing present-day Thailand, the Malay Peninsula, the Malacca
and Singapore Straits, and the islands of Borneo, Sumatra and Java, with shipping
routes from Batavia to Thailand marked.
Published in the fifth volume of the Châtelain family’s ‘Atlas historique, ou
Nouvelle introduction à l’Histoire, à la Chronologie & à la Géographie Ancienne et
Moderne…’, 1719, which eventually extended to 7 volumes. The Chatelains based
their maps on the work of contemporary and earlier cartographers and travel writers,
and the current map is based on the Jaillot - Mortier map derived from accounts of
the French Jesuit mission to Siam in 1685-86.

One of the earliest printed detailed charts of Java

64 CHATELAIN, Jean Baptiste
Claude
Carte de l’Ile de Java: Partie
Occidentale, Partie Orientale,
dressee tout nouvellement sure
les Memoires les plus exacts:
avec une table des principles
villes de cette Ile. La situation
des comptoirs & autres places
qu’y possedent les Hollandois, et
remarques tres curieuses sur la
maniere don’t ils se sont etablis
dans la Ville de Batavia.
Publication
[Amsterdam, François L’Honoré &
Compagnie Libraries, 1719].
Description
Large folding engraved map on two sheets
joined.
Dimensions
450 by 950mm. (17.75 by 37.5 inches).

£1,850

The important VOC controlled island of Java, with extensive explanatory text in
panels on either side and in banners along the top edge, an inset of Le Port de
Batavia appears lower left.
The Chatelains based their maps on the work of contemporary and earlier
cartographers and travel writers, and the current map is based on Hadriaan Reland’s
map, which was not published by the Dutch until Johannes van Keulen, issued it as
‘Insulae Iavae pars Occidentalis edente Hadriano Relando’ in 1728.
VOC knowledge of the southern coastline of Java was only extended much
later in 1739, when Paulus Paulusz, master-kaartenmaker in Batavia at the time, led
an expedition there.

65 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Carte de la partie comprise entre
la Sortie du Detroit de Malac le
Detroit de Banca e l’Isle Borneo...
Publication
[Paris and Brest Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
400 by 550mm. (15.75 by 21.75 inches).

£350

Navigable chart of the waters between Sumatra and Borneo, complete with routes
and soundings to 1773. From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres
de Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.
A famous French sailor and hydrographer, d’Apres de Mannevillette
(1707-1780), was the son of a French sea-captain and, at the age of twelve, sailed
with his father to Bengal. After his return, he studied astronomy and geometry in
Paris. During a long career in the French merchant marine, starting as fourth officer
in 1726, he visited many parts of the world and collected valuable navigational
information. He studied under the famous Guillaume Delisle, the King’s geographer.
He experimented with improved scientific instruments and navigational methods.
During his voyage to China in 1728 he was the first to use the octant (or Hadley’s
quadrant) on a voyage to measure latitudes, and determined longitudes by measuring
the angular distance between the moon and sun and succeeded in correcting the
latitudes of many place. He first visited the Cape of Good Hope in 1737 while
on his way to China as a lieutenant aboard the Prince de Conti. During his many
voyages d’Apres de Mannevillette created a number of charts for a hydrographic atlas
which, with the support of the Academie des Sciences, was published in Paris in
1745 under the title ‘Le Neptune Oriental’ with 25 maps. The atlas contained charts
of the route to China: the Red Sea, the coasts of India, Malaya, the northern parts of
Indonesia, Indochina and China.
“The new sea atlas quickly found its way into the pilot cabins of ships of
several nations, and its 22 charts were immediately recognised as being superior to all
previous maps of Southeast Asian coasts” (Suárez p.238).
In 1762 the Compagnie des Indes (French East India Company) appointed
D’Apres de Mannevillette as director of maps and plans at Lorient, and five years
later he was decorated with the order of St. Michael. In 1765, he published his 
‘Memoire sur la navigation de France aux Indes’, which was translated into English
(1769) and Dutch (1770), and served all who sailed round the Cape to the East. The
1768 edition includes descriptions of Tristan da Cunha, False Bay, and Simon’s Bay.
Mannevillette spent thirty years, often in concert with his friend, and eminent
British hydrographer, Alexander Dalrymple, working on the second edition of his
maritime atlas. It was substantially enlarged from the first edition of 1745 and was
heavily used throughout the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth
centuries. Most maps are now corrected with paste-on labels. This comprehensive
atlas was used on all French ships for navigating the Indian Ocean. It replaced the 
“English Pilot” published by John Thornton in 1700 and the charts of the van Keulens,
the hydrographers of the Dutch East India Company. The second edition eventually
required a supplement, published posthumously in 1781 and reissued in 1797.

66 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Carte du Detroit de la Sonde
depuis la Pointe de Winerou
jusqu’a l’Isle du Nord.
Publication
[Paris and Brest Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart, one or two pale stains.
Dimensions
780 by 555mm. (30.75 by 21.75 inches).

£250

A navigable chart of the Sunda Strait, the southeast cost of Sumatra, and the western
tip of Java. With an inset of the island of the “L’Isle de Mew ou Cantaye”, coastal
profiles and soundings.From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres
de Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

“I. de Jatana ou de Saincapour”

67 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Nouvelle Carte des Mers
Comprises entre Le Detroit de
Banca et P.o Timon, avec la partie
Orientale du Detroit de Malac.
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
555 by 800mm. (21.75 by 31.5 inches).

£1,100

Oriented with west to the top, this chart of the southern tip of the Malay Peninsula,
part of the Malacca Strait, and Singapore Strait, shows Singapore as an island, “I.
de Jatana ou de Saincapour”. With numerous coastal profiles and an inset ‘Plan de
l’Anse, du Sud Est de Pulo Timon et de sa Rade’. While many of the treacherous
islands of the navigable straits and depth soundings are shown, a note on the chart
warns that there are numerous uncharted islands to the south and west. From the
second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

Southern entrance to the Sunda Strait

68 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Carte de la Cote Occidentale de
l’Isle Sumatra, depuis la Pointe
d’Indrapour jusques au Detroit de
la Sonde.
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart, some marginal worming.
Dimensions
775 by 550mm. (30.5 by 21.75 inches).

£220

Large-scale chart, of the southwest coast of Sumatra and the entrance to the
Sunda Strait. From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

Passe de Surate to the northwest tip of Sumatra

69 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Plan de la Rade d’Achem et des
Isles Circonvoisines Situees a la
partie du Nord-ouest de Sumatra.
Publication
Engraved chart, some marginal worming.
Description
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Dimensions
550 by 400mm. (21.75 by 15.75 inches).

£200

Chart of the safe-passage through the roads into the port of Banda Aceh, Sumatra,
and the islands of Pulau Weh, Breueh and Nasi, with a coastal profile of the
southwestern approach, called “Passe de Surate” to “Pte du Roi”. A caption beneath
the title warns that even though vessels are sheltered in these roads from the winds
of the Northeast monsoon, the winds from the Northwest, can be violent and
cause large swells, which “is why ships need to have good cables and good anchors
to be safe there”.From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

Kuala Lumpur

70 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Plan de Salangor et de la Cote de
Malaye depuis la Pointe de Caran
jusqu’au Mont Parcelar
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 400mm. (21.75 by 15.75 inches).

£450

Navigable chart of the roads and islands surrounding the port of Klang near presentday Selangor and Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia, with an extended coastal profile of
the view from the interior road, or channel. Heavily forested and prone to flooding,
Kuala Lumpur did not begin to develop into modern city that it now is until the
second half of the nineteenth century.
From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

The Bali Strait

71 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Nouveau Plan des Detroits, situes
a l’Est de Java et de Madura,
nommes communement les
Detroits de Bali, e d’entre Pondi et
Respondi
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart, some marginal wormtracks.
Dimensions
550 by 400mm. (21.75 by 15.75 inches).

£300

Navigable chart of the Bali Strait, between Java and Bali, Indonesia, and including
the eastern end of Pulau Madura, Gili Iyang and Pulau Sapudi. With an inset chart
‘Plan de la Baye de Ballambouang levée sur le Vaisseau le Royal George en 1766’,
and a number of coastal profiles. A note beneath the title credits several surveys by
English and French vessels, made during the 1750s and 1760s for the information
in this chart.From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

The Bangka Strait

72 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Plan du Détroit de Banca,
dressé sur les remarques et les
observations les plus éxactes des
Navigateurs
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 400mm. (21.75 by 15.75 inches).

£300

Navigable chart of the Bangka Strait, off the east coast of Sumatra, with an inset
of the strait between Bangka and Belitung, ‘Petit plan du détroit à l'Est de Banca,’
upper right. From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

Showing the Mekong delta

73 D’APRES DE MANNEVILLETTE,
Jean-Baptiste Nicolas Denise
Carte plate du Golfe de Siam, avec
une partie des Côtes de Malaye
et de Camboje, depuis l’Isle Timon
jusqu’à celle Condor. Ces deux
Isles ont été placées suivant les
Longitudes observées aux environs
Publication
[Paris and Brest, Chez Demonville,
Imprimeur-Libraire de l’Academie
Francoise; Chez Malassis, ImprimeurLibraire de la Marine, 1775].
Description
Engraved chart.
Dimensions
550 by 400mm. (21.75 by 15.75 inches).

£220

This chart of present-day Gulf of Thailand, is on a particularly large-scale, including
parts of the coasts of the Malay Peninsula and Cambodia, from Pulau Tioman to
the Côn Đảo Islands. An inset lower left, ‘Plan particulier depuis l'Isle Brala jusqu'a
la Grande Isle Ridang’, shows the east coast of Malaya between Pulau Tenggol
and Pulau Redang. From the second edition of ‘Le Neptune Oriental’, D’Apres de
Mannevillette’s rare sea atlas.

To accompany Raynal’s inflammatory ‘Histoire...’

74 BONNE, Rigobert
Carte des Isles de la Sonde, et des
Isles Moluques. Par M. Bonne,
Ingenieur Hydrographe de la
Marine.
Publication
[Geneva, Jean-Leonard Pellet, 1780].
Description
Engraved map.
Dimensions
250 by 390mm. (9.75 by 15.25 inches).

£75

Detailed map of Southeast Asia extending to include: the Malay Peninsula showing
the island of “Sin Capora”; Mindanao in the Philippines; Sumatra and Java; the
islands between Borneo and New Guinea; and the northern coastline of Australia.
With an inset of the Moluccas lower left. The all-important wind directions, that
establish the best navigational routes, are shown.
From the atlas volume to accompany the final edition of Guillaume Thomas
Francois, l’Abbe Raynal’s ‘Histoire philosophique et politique des établissemens et du
commerce des Européens dans les deux Indes’. The map was subsequently reprinted,
omitting Bonne’s and the engraver, Andre’s, names.
Raynal’s text for his ‘Histoire philophique…’, adopted a "deistical and
libertarian attitude associated with Montesquieu and Voltaire, ... the exoticism,
anecdotal style, and strident advocacy of social and economic reforms that
characterized this survey of colonialism and commerce... made it one of the
bulwarks of the French Enlightenment. But its open anticlericalism and advocacy
of the right of insurrection alarmed the French monarchy and led to a decree of
Parliament of 1781 ordering Raynal's arrest and the confiscation of his property...
the last section of his ‘Histoire philosophique’, also published separately as
‘Revolution de l'Amerique’ (1781), helped to bring about American independence;
he also maintained that more than 25,000 copies were distributed throughout the
colonies" (A. Owen Aldridge for ADNB).

Cook’s Christmas

75 BONNE, Rigobert; and COOK,
Captain James
Terre de Kerguelen, Appellee par
M. Cook, Isle de la Desolation [on
sheet with] Plan du Port Palliser,
dans la Terre de Kerguelen [and]
Plan du Havre de Noel, dans la
Terre de Kerguelen.
Publication
[Pardoue, Rigobert Bonne and Nicolas
Desmarest, 1789-1790].
Description
Four charts on a single mapsheet, with
contemporary hand-colour in outline.
Dimensions
290 by 410mm. (11.5 by 16.25 inches).

£150

Published in the ‘Atlas encylopédique’, a French compilation of voyages including
a French translation of the journals of his third voyage. The main chart depicts
Kerguelen Island, or Desolation Island, in the southern Indian Ocean, which
Captain James Cook visited on his third voyage in December 1776, finding shelter
from a storm there on Christmas Day. The central map shows Cook’s track around
the south of the island, with the incorrect date of 1772.
The sheet also includes two detailed charts of harbours on the island: ‘Plan
du Port Palliser, dans la Terre de Kerguelen’; and ‘Plan du Havre de Noel, dans la
Terre de Kerguelen’, as well as an inset bottom left showing two islands discovered
by Cook and Marion du Fresne.

